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Origins

from the editor.. .

Filling In

In view of the recent retirement of
Dr. Richard Harms as curator of the
Calvin Archives and editor of Origins,
I have been asked, as associate editor,
to take his place temporarily until the
arrival of our new curator, Dr. Denice
Fett. Because of my involvement with
this magazine for the past twenty
years, I am delighted to take on this
temporary assignment.

This Issue

With the Protestant world commem-
orating the 500th anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation this fall, the
articles in this issue of Origins reflect
a Reformation theme. Because the
invention of the printing press played
an enormous part in the Reformers’
abilities to get their message out, my
article describes how the four large
and a number of smaller publish-
ing houses were founded by Dutch

immigrants in Grand Rapids and their
influence on Reformed thought in
North America. Dr. James De Jong
follows with an article describing
how the Dutch brought their beloved
religious reading material with them
and how the church weeklies of the
two major Reformed denominations
in North America were read by mem-
bers of both denominations. In “And
now a little news from Lark,” Rev.
Paula Vander Hoven continues her
series of “ghost” congregations. This
story fits the Reformation theme as
well. The roots of the CRC are in the
Dutch Reformed Church founded in
the Netherlands after the Reformation
and the subsequent Synod of Dort
(1818-1819). This Synod wrote up a
set of ecclesiastical rules, among them
the famous Church Order of Dort.
These rules were to be followed by
all congregations seeking admission
to the Dutch Reformed denomina-
tion. Even those congregations that
split off, like the Christian Seceders,
adhered to them. Even out on North
Dakota prairies, in bitter winters and
scorching summers, the little group
in Lark faithfully elected elders and
deacons, kept minutes, administered

censura morum, held huisbezoek,
applied discipline, and administered
the sacraments. And finally, a de-
lightful story of two young persons,
children of the Reformation, growing
up in separate countries and on sepa-
rate continents, finding each other

as a result of their involvement with
the Reformed ecumenical movement,
now serving a church with Reformed
roots in Canada.

Staff: Our New Curator

Denice Fett comes to Calvin from the
University of North Florida, where
she has served as assistant professor
of history. To complete her graduate
work at Ohio State University, she
focused her dissertation on diplomatic
information, intelligence, and com-
munication in Western Europe during
the Reformation era. She has contin-
ued this research, and it has found
publication in various outlets. These
writing and editing skills will be of
great help as she edits Origins. Having
presented frequently through invited
talks and conference presentations,
Denice will be very comfortable with
presentation and speaking opportu-
nities as curator. She will also bring



prior outreach experience. Finally, her
years of experience in the classroom
are valuable as she continues the
work of bringing classes into Heritage
Hall to instruct students in the use of
primary sources and archival re-
search—an area of expertise that she
received strong commendations for
from her faculty peers and students.

News from the Archives

Cemetery and obituary records from
Allegan, Ottawa, and Muskegon
counties, and some from surround-
ing areas, have been alphabetized and
are now available in card files in the
reading room of Heritage Hall. The
collection, named the Irene Reidsma
Collection, contains over 72,500 cards
in twenty-six drawers. The Heritage
Hall reading room has a subscription
to Ancestry Library Edition (www.
ancestry.com) that may be accessed by
the public. The reading room is open
Monday through Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Summer hours are
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) The Archives
volunteers are currently cross-refer-
encing surnames for the years 1845
to 1915 found in the Family Histories
collection.

Books for Sale

The Calvin Archives has a number

of books for sale, and since this issue
highlights books and reading, we are
adding a list of these books. See pages
43 to 45.

Time to Renew Your Subscription
As is our custom, to save money we
do not mail a separate renewal notice,
so this is our notice to use the en-
closed envelope to send us $10 (US)
for the issues to come out in 2018.
The subscription rate is the same as
when we started in 1983. We are able
to do this because a number of you
send more than the $10, for which we
are most grateful. Gifts above the $10
will be recorded as a gift to Origins,
and you will receive a receipt for tax
purposes.

Janet Sjaarda Sheeres

Volume XXXV - Number 2 - 2017



Orrigins

Of Making Many Books. . .
Dutch Immigrant Book Publishers in Grand Rapids:

The Early Years

Janet Sjaarda Sheeres

Janet Sjaarda Sheeres is a researcher,
authot; and editor; and frequent
contributor to Origins. She has taught
genealogy courses for CALL. Her latest
book For Better, For Worse: Stories
of the Wives of Early Pastors of the
Christian Reformed Church was
published recently.

This fall, Protestantism com-
memorates the 500th anniversary
of the Protestant Reformation. Martin
Luther’s publication of his ninety-five
theses against Roman Catholic indul-
gences in October 1517 is considered
to be the determining demarcation
date. However, well before that 1517
date, Reformers were actively spread-
ing a new message across Europe,
namely, that not only clergy but laity
should have access to the Bible. Johan
Gutenberg’s invention of the printing
press in 1448 significantly advanced
the spread of the printed page and
thereby played a key role in the suc-
cess of the Protestant Reformation.
While leaders like Luther and Calvin
could preach to only small numbers
of people, their printed messages
reached thousands of people. Before
the printing press, books were cop-
ied laboriously by hand; the printing
press could do so faster and cheaper.

The Reformers used this miracu-
lous invention to spread their ideas
across Europe using pamphlets, and
thereby removed control of written
materials from the Roman Catholic
Church to the Protestant movement.
By 1519, Luther had already gained
considerable influence in the Nether-
lands, but it would still take much of
the sixteenth century, after much per-
secution, torture, and executions, for
the Reformation to be a fait accompli
in the Netherlands.

The famous Synod of Dort held

in Dordrecht, the Netherlands, from
1618 to 1619, resulted in the forma-
tion of the Dutch Reformed Church,
which led to the publication of the

first State-sponsored Dutch Bible
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Cover plate of 1690 Dutch Staten Bijbel.
Image courtesy of the Archives, Calvin
College, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

in 1637—the Staten Bijbel. It soon
became apparent, however, that the
laity needed help in understanding
the Bible. Thus, the Dutch Reformed
Church adopted three tools: the 1561
Belgic Confession, a clear statement of



the Reformed faith; the 1563 Heidel-
berg Catechism; and after the Synod
of Dort (1816-1819), the Canons of
Dort, which explained the “Five Main
Points of Doctrine in Dispute” in

the Netherlands. These publications
became the basis of education for the
Dutch Reformed laity. Even so, there
was also a huge demand for additional
devotional literature by Protestant
believers, leading to a brisk business
in the printing industry.’

The Reformed Church in America
(RCA) and the Christian Reformed
Church in North America (CRCNA)
have their roots in the Reformation as
it unfolded in the Netherlands. Their
members did not leave their thirst for
inspirational and theological knowl-
edge behind; instead, emigrants from
the Netherlands brought their Bibles
and religious literature with them to
America.

By 1900 these Dutch immigrants
constituted 40 percent of the popula-
tion of Grand Rapids, with one-third
of all Dutch-born in the United States
living in Western Michigan. This
mostly Protestant population base,
of whom the majority belonged to a
Reformed denomination, opened up a
fertile market for a Dutch-language and
religious material publishing company.
The first decades of the 1900s were a
prime time for reading—very possibly
the peak decades for reading in Ameri-
can life. Before radio became a dis-
traction (and the CRC forbade movie
attendance), books not only served to
educate but to entertain as well. Pas-
tors, professors, and avid lay readers
needed more and more shelves in their
studies as their collections grew, and
their bookshelves sagged under the
weight.

The second wave of Dutch emi-
grants arriving after 1880 brought
with them views shaped largely by the
great Dutch theologian and statesman
Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920). Men’s
Societies, Ladies’ Aids, and Young

People’s groups all studied the Bible in
light of the Reformed faith, and books
on the subject were eagerly read and
discussed.

Several immigrant families, Baker,
Eerdmans, Kregel, and Sevensma,
stand out in providing religious litera-
ture. The two others, Hulst and the
Zondervan brothers, were American-
born. Their combined book-publish-
ing output over the course of the early
twentieth century continued bringing
religious materials into the homes of
the Dutch in the United States. The
fact that these booksellers were Dutch
immigrants, and initially CRC mem-
bers, added to their standing as being
trustworthy; they were “our own kind
of people.”

However, when early in 1930 Rev.
Martin R. De Haan split off from
Calvary Reformed to found Calvary
Undenominational, he took many
RCA and CRC members with him,
including Louis Kregel, one of the
Grand Rapids booksellers. After
WWII the world, including Grand
Rapids, changed when television was
added to the radio, bringing evangeli-
cal and fundamentalist pastors’ voices
into Reformed homes.?

Brant Sipkes Sevensma

Brant Sevensma, born in the province
of Groningen, the Netherlands, in
1867, was the son of Frisian parents.’
His father, Rev. Sipkes B. Sevensma,
accepted a call from Eastern Avenue
CRC in Grand Rapids in 1887 and

in July of that year arrived in the city
with his family. Four years later, in
1891, at age twenty-four, Brant is
listed in the Grand Rapids City Direc-
tory as teacher at the Holland School,
boarding with his parents in the par-
sonage on East Street (now Eastern
Avenue).* He continued teaching until
1898, when the Directory lists him as
bookseller and publisher doing busi-
ness on 347 East Street and still living
at home. One of Sevensma'’s first
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publications
was a slim
paperback
published
in 1910
describing
the CRC’s
mission to
the Zuni In-
dians” This
mission,
founded in
1897 by the
CRC, was
supported
throughout
the denomination and a booklet on

Brant Sevensma. Image
courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
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it would, at least in CRC families, be
well received. For many years Sev-
ensma provided the Dutch in their
settlements in the northern states and
Canada with books, all the while serv-
ing his denomination with distinction
as catechism teacher, president of
various church organizations, and as
clerk for Classis Grand Rapids East
for twenty-six years, never missing a
meeting, and taking meticulous min-
utes.

Down the street at 318 S. East
Street, young Frisian-born Emma
Fopma was working as a bookkeeper
at the Holland Tea Company. She
caught Brant’s eye, and, in November
1909, forty-two-year-old Brant mar-
ried the fourteen-year-younger Emma.
With a growing family at home and
his involvement in church and com-
munity affairs, Brant, whose health
had never been robust, decided to
give up publishing and sold his share
in the partnership to Eerdmans in
1922. He continued to provide for his
family by working as treasurer for the
Pine Rest Christian Hospital (founded
in 1910). In 1923 his beloved Emma
passed away at age thirty-eight; Brant
followed six years later in 1929, at age
sixty-two. His obituary credits him
with a “broadminded view of life, and
sincerity of purpose.”®

Johannes Bernardus Hulst

Less than a year after Sevensma’s
birth, Johannes B. (J. B.) Hulst was
born in Vriesland, Michigan, in 1868,
while his parents were traveling from
the Netherlands to Holland, Michi-
gan, where his father, Rev. Frederick
Hulst, was to take up his ministry.
Growing up in parsonages, both Brant
and J. B. were taught the value of
reading and books.

At an early age J. B. had hopes
to enter the ministry and in 1889
enrolled in the CRC’s Theological
School. Unfortunately, he became

6

seriously
ill during
this time,
recovered,
and then
suffered

a relapse
resulting in
a nervous
breakdown.
Unable to
finish his
studies,

he nev-
ertheless
received a
license to preach under the Church
Order of Dort (Art. 8, Exceptional
Gifts), and preached regularly
throughout the city and the state un-
til he was well into his seventies. In
order to make a living, J. B. combined
his love for books and theology and
in 1894 began selling books, first at
247 South Division. Three years later,
he moved his business to 936 5th Av-
enue, (now Franklin Street) near the
Theological School. He was the first
to import Dutch books and sell them.
Later he also authored and published
books. He loved and collected rare
books, at one time owning the 1492
publication of Tractatus de Refor-
matione Virium Animae by Gerhard
Zerbolt of Zutphen, a 1556 Dutch
Bible translated from the Latin, and

J. B. Hulst. Image courtesy
of the Archives, Calvin
College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

a 1560 Dutch translation of Calvin’
Institutes.

J. B.s talents also included a love
for music. With churches providing
much of the musical entertainment
for their parishioners, it is not sur-
prising that he is listed as the presi-
dent of many singing school programs
held in Grand Rapids from 1894 to
1909.” He published much sheet
music, including the Calvin College
Song, written by William Kuipers and
set to music by William B. Eerdmans.
Price: 50 cents.

When the young, energetic, and
talented William Eerdmans arrived
in Grand Rapids and began selling
books out of his home and bicycle
basket, J. B.’s sales may have slipped,
and when Eerdmans and Sevensma
joined forces in 1911, he sold his
business to them and continued his
career as a lay preacher. In 1940, he
donated a collection of his books and
manuscripts to the CRC’s Synodical
Historical Committee, some of which
are now housed in Calvin’s Rare Book
Collection while others formed the
beginnings of the Meeter Center Rare
Book Collection.

Like his contemporary Dutch pub-
lishers, J. B., a member of First CRC,
was active in his church but also
in the larger community, providing
leadership to the Dutch-Americans in
various functions; however, the one
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he enjoyed most was his involvement
in the CRC’s Publication Committee,
on which he served for thirty-two
years and chaired for seventeen.

He passed away on 18 Febru-
ary 1948, leaving his wife, and two
children.® Such was his esteem in the
CRC community that his obituary
took up an entire page in the Banner
of 12 March 1948.

Eerdmans
In 1901, a newly arrived young immi-
grant, William (Wiltje) B. Eerdmans,
joined the Eastern Avenue congrega-
tion. William and Brant, two educated
men with Frisian roots, soon struck
up a friendship. William shared Brant’s
love for books, and a decade later the
Eerdmans-Sevensma partnership came
into being.
Eerdmans
was born
in 1882 in
Bolsward, a
city in the
province of
Friesland,
the Nether-
lands, the
seventh of
eleven chil-
dren of Ber-
nardus D.
Eerdmans
(1844-1901)
and Dirkje
Pars (1848-1929). Father Eerdmans
owned a textile factory that employed
about fifty workers, selling its prod-
ucts throughout Europe. Several of
William’s older siblings emigrated to
the United States, where one brother,
Dirk, had set up an import-export
business in Paterson, New Jersey, later
moving to Grand Rapids. Here he con-
tinued the business and branched out
by selling Bibles and religious books,
which he ordered from a publisher in
Franeker, also in Friesland.

William B. Eerdmans Sr.
Image courtesy of the

Archives, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

After his father passed away in
1901, William also emigrated. He
had enjoyed an excellent education
in the Netherlands and was fluent in
German, English, Dutch, and Frisian.
Unlike most emigrants who came
financially empty-handed, William
had enough resources to allow him to
attend Calvin College. He graduated
in 1908 and, perhaps as a precursor
to his career, was one of the Chimes
editors. During his Calvin years he
peddled books to his fellow students
and professors, as well as to pastors.
In the Netherlands, William, like his
parents, had belonged to the Dutch
Reformed Church. In Grand Rapids,
he joined the Christian Reformed
Church, probably because, unlike his
father, William was a fan of the great
Dutch statesman-theologian Abra-
ham Kuyper. William fully planned to
graduate from the CRC’s Theological
School and become a pastor, but, after
one year, he began to have doubts
about his vocational choice. In a 1909
trip to the Netherlands, he visited with
Herman Bavinck (1854-1921), anoth-
er one of his heroes. Bavinck’ advice:
“Honestly, you know what they really
need in Grand Rapids and in America?
So many Dutch people having emi-
grated need a man to publish good
books. We don't all have to be minis-
ters and evangelists.” Subsequently, by
the summer of 1910, William began
his book-publishing career.’

In 1911, he partnered with Brant
Sevensma, an already established
bookseller and publisher, each con-
tributing $10,000 to the partnership, a
rather impressive amount for the time.
Most of their books were reprints of
Dutch books that, because of their
public domain status, could be re-
printed. Western Michigan, and Grand
Rapids in particular, with its large
population of Reformed and Christian
Reformed church members, proved to
be a fertile market. The first book they
published was B. K. Kuiper’s biogra-
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phy of Martin Luther.'® William was
also quick to see a publishing oppor-
tunity in a broader market. In order
to reach a larger audience, he wrote
The Ramp van de Titanic (The Disaster
of the Titanic) immediately after the
sinking of the Titanic." He also used
his language skills by translating some
books and was known to ghostwrite
others.

In 1922 the Eerdmans-Sevensma
partnership was dissolved, and
Eerdmans carried on as the William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company. The
offices and warehouse were located at
234 Pearl Street, in the heart of Grand
Rapids. By this time, Eerdmans had
married and was the father of three
children. The youngest of them, Wil-
liam B. Eerdmans Jr., born in 1923,
would eventually follow in his father’s
footsteps.'?



storff, Richard Mouw, Martin Marty,
Mark Noll, Dorothy Day, and many
others. The company sold thousands
of Abraham Kuyper’s books, including
the Kuyper biography Leven en Arbeid
van A Kuyper (1919). Other bestsell-
ers were Matthew Henry’s Bible Com-
mentary, books by Dr. H. Bavinck, Dr.
B. Wielenga, etc.

He carried on the Reformation tra-
dition of educating the laity, including
children with instructional books on
language.” He did not particularly
appreciate dissension in the church,
but when in 1924 Rev. Herman Hoek-
sema was deposed as pastor of the
Eastern Avenue CRC, he published
Hoeksema’s books without hesita-
tion. Women authors, like Marian
M. Schoolland, Catharine E Vos, and
Aleida Pieters, also found a home at
Eerdmans.

As the company grew, so did the
subject matter: Biblical Studies, Com-
mentaries, Theology, Philosophy, Eth-
ics, Church and Ministry, Faith and
Life, Religion and Society, Religion
and Science, Religious Studies, His-
tory, Social Sciences, and Humanities,
all graced the shelves or were shipped
to buyers.

The William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company
building at 234 Pearl Street, Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Image used by permission of
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.

Once asked
if he had a
mission state-
ment, Eerdmans
replied, “. .. a
pledge to sow
the seed of faith
and culture sub
specie aeter-
nitatis (under
the aspect of
eternity).”"

It is impossi-

o ._ ble to gauge the
Current Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. building. Image courtesy of the effect Eerdmans
author.
has had on the

Over his long career, Eerdmans
published books by such well-known
authors as C. S. Lewis, Karl Barth,
Richard J. Neuhaus, Nicholas Wolter-

religious thinking and spiritual devel-
opment of the public he served, but in
an obituary in the Banner, Henry Stob

rightly referred to Eerdmans as “Dean

8

of Religious Publishers.”"” Eerdmans
died on 12 April 1966. Three years
earlier, his son William Jr. had taken
over the leadership.

The Zondervan brothers,

Peter and Bernard

Eerdmans’s sister, Nellie, had emi-
grated to
America

in 1909
and, after a
failed first
marriage,
married
Louis
Zondervan.
Her two
sons, Peter
(Pat) and
Bernard
(Bernie),
by her first
husband,
adopted the name Zondervan. The
two brothers were American-born

to Dutch
immigrant
parents.
The family
belonged
to the Jeni-
son CRC,
where solid
Reformed
theol-

ogy was
instilled

in them.

In the late
1920s both
men were
work-

ing for their uncle, William. They
learned the trade, but were ambi-
tious and set up their own publishing
house, often competing with their
uncle. Without a proper place of
business, they worked out of their
parents’ home. They traveled to

New York to visit various publish-

P.J. Zondervan. Image
courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

B. D. Zondervan. Image
courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.



ing houses to purchase books they
thought would sell well to their
Dutch clientele in West Michigan.
After a year they were successful

WOMEN
ol thae

enough to be able to open a book- THIRTY MEDITATIONS
store in Grand Rapids and, shortly
after, in 1933 published their first B e

book, Women of the Old Testament,

by Abraham Kuyper.'® The transla-
tion of this Dutch book was done

by Henry Zylstra, a Calvin theology
student at the time, for $50.00.!" The
success of this volume led to the next
volume, Women of the New Testa-
ment. The following year the brothers
published their first bestseller, John
and Betty Stam: Martyrs, in Novem-
ber 1935. Trained at Moody Bible
Institute, John and Betty were young

" of the
Old Testament

FIFTY

NEW TESTAMENT
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Zondervan Building at 847 Ottawa Avenue NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Inside Zondervan’s first store. Image used by permission of Zondervan.
www.zondervan.com.

Rev. A. Kuyper’s
book, Women of the
Old Testament. First
book published by
Zondervan. Image
courtesy of the
Archives, Calvin
College, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

missionaries to
China who were
taken captive
by communist
guerrillas and
held for ran-
som. Two days
later, the Stams

were beheaded.
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Lee Huizenga (1881-1945), a CRC
medical missionary in China, quickly
wrote the story and submitted the
manuscript to Zondervan. The first
printing of five thousand sold out,
and by February 1936 ten thousand
more copies were printed, with a
third printing in May of 1937. With
these solid successes, the Zondervan
Publishing House was on its way.

The brothers traveled far and wide
across the country to contact stu-
dents and booksellers. They cop-
ied contacts from denominational
yearbooks and compiled a list of two
thousand names for their first four-
page catalog. They made these trips
pay by selling books out of their car
trunks, and buying up used books
from ministers’ libraries to reprint.

By the early 1940s fundamental-
ist and evangelical movements had
made considerable inroads into the
Dutch Reformed community. Both
brothers were initially CRC; Bernie
attended Burton Heights CRC, where
he often served as elder and Sunday
school superintendent. Pat was a
member at Seymour CRC. Both were
active in the Gideons International,
promoted the Reformed Bible Insti-
tute, and actively encouraged Chris-
tian education. Nevertheless, unlike
the CRC’s official stand, the broth-

Current Zondervan building. Image courtesy of the author.



Orrigins

ers held a premillennial viewpoint,
which was reflected in the materi-
als they published, many of which
crossed denominational lines.'

Bernie died at a relatively young
age of fifty-six on 3 July 1966, leaving
his brother Pat to carry on. After he
retired, Pat moved to Florida, where
he became a member of the Boca
Raton Community Church. He passed
away in February 1991 at the age of
seventy-nine, leaving behind his wife,
Mary; a daughter, Mary Schouter; and
two sons, Robert and William. Such
was his national recognition at the
time that his obituary was published
in the New York Times."

Louis Kregel

While Eerdmans was selling books to
students, preachers, and professors
during his college days and his one
year in the seminary, Louis Kregel be-
gan selling used books in 1909 from
his parents’ home on Jennette Avenue.
Louis (Lubbertus) Kregel was born on
14 September 1890 in Meppel, Dren-
the, the Netherlands, to Harm Kregel
and Henrikje Lucas, making him a
contemporary of William Eerdmans.*
Like Eerdmans, he arrived in the
United States at a young age in 1907,
settling in
Grand Rap-
ids. The fam-
ily, Louis’s
parents,

and brother,
Herman,
first joined
Oakdale
CRC and, on
16 Novem-
ber 1911,

the Alpine
Avenue CRC.
Kregel, like
his contemporaries Eerdmans and

the Zondervans, also saw a niche in
Dutch-speaking Grand Rapids for
Dutch-language books and started

Robert Kregel. Image
courtesy of the Kregel
family.
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importing Dutch-language religious
books from the Netherlands. Strictly
speaking, Kregel, by starting his
business in 1909, was the first pub-
lisher in Grand Rapids, because even
though Eerdmans had been peddling
books for years, he did not officially
go into publishing until 1911. Like
the Zondervan brothers, Kregel began
by selling books from his parents’
home, but soon realized he needed
more space and opened up a book-
store, first at 1155 Alpine, and by
1916 at 947 Leonard. The start-up
business apparently did not bring in
enough to support his young fam-
ily because by 1917 Kregel is listed
as “County Supervisor” on his WWI
Registration.”! The same registration
also listed “poor eyesight” that prob-
ably exempted him from service. An
astute business-

Louis and Lena Kregel. Image courtesy of the
Kregel family.

man, Kregel
realized that
paying full price
for books was
often prohibi-
tive for Dutch
immigrants,

so he began
gathering used
books to sell at a
lower price. He
canvassed pas-
tors, professors,
and churches
for used books,
so that at one
point his used
books inven-

tory exceeded
his new books.
His business
grew to be one of the country’s larg-
est dealerships in used books. Like
the Zondervans, Kregel also traveled
around the country and to Europe to
purchase books, which often included
special editions for valued customers.
Sometime after his marriage, Louis
followed Rev. Martin De Haan to

Kregel Book Store, 947 Leonard NW, Grand Rapids. Image courtesy of
the Kregel family.

Calvary Undenominational, where he
served on the board of trustees. Rev.
De Haan preached a dispensational
theology, personal conversion, adult
baptism, and moral separation from
the world.**

With more evangelical and



Current Kregel Bookstore. Image courtesy of
the author.

fundamentalist readers as customers,
Kregel began to branch out to meet
the spiritual needs of these readers
as well as the professional needs of
pastors, missionaries, teachers, and
Christian leaders. In spite of adher-
ing to a non-Reformed theology,
Kregel kept a close friendship with
Rev. Jacob P. Smith, pastor of the Ev-
ergreen Park CRC, who preached the
sermon at Kregel’s funeral.

Kregel passed away at the rather
young age of forty-nine years in
1939. His son, Robert, only twenty,
took over and in 1949 changed its
name to Kregel Publications, initially
publishing only classic reprints.
Their used books section remained
highly popular and a boon to bud-
get-minded theology students and
pastors.

Herman Baker

A latecomer to the industry, Herman
Baker, Louis Kregel's nephew, had
immigrated to Grand Rapids in 1925
when he was a teenager.” Like the
Zondervan brothers who got their
start by working for their uncle,
Herman Baker went to work for his
uncle Louis Kregel, where he devel-

oped a love for books, especially reli-
gious classics. This fueled his desire
to go into the book business as well.
This dream became a reality when in
1939 he began reissuing older clas-
sic religious texts, as Eerdmans had
been doing. Baker was only twenty-
eight in 1939 when he opened his
bookstore at 1019 Wealthy Street. He
filled his homemade shelves with al-
most five hundred used books he had
collected over the years. The busi-
ness flourished so that a year later,

in 1940, Baker Book House released
More than Conquerors: An Interpreta-
tion of the Book of Revelation, by Dr.
William Hendriksen, a Calvin Semi-
nary New Testament professor. Bibli-
cal, conservative, and scholarly, More
than Conquerors was the type of book
Baker loved to publish.

In the 1940s, his intuitive business
sense led him to add new and used
fiction for women whose husbands
were away from home due to the war
and wanted a lighter fare. By 1949
Baker Book House was the leading

Baker Book Store, 1019 Wealthy SE, Grand Rapids. Image courtesy of
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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distributor
of new and
used reli-
gious books
in the United
States and
abroad, ship-
ping books
to such far-
flung places
as South Af-
rica, Korea,
and Hungary.
Baker also
had a mis-
sion statement, namely, “Our mission
is to publish high-quality writings
that represent historic Christianity
and serve the diverse interests and
concerns of evangelical readers.”*
Another decade later, in 1959, Baker
Book House listed 175 active titles.

The bookstore hummed with
activity on Mondays, the traditional
ministers’ day off, when pastors
would browse for the latest book on
a subject, or meet fellow pastors to
discuss and debate theological issues.
Pastors who
were in the city
for meetings, or
visiting family,
would soon find
it necessary to
visit the Baker
Book House.
Well-known
religious figures
found at times
in the aisles in-
cluded D. James
Kennedy, David
Otis Fuller, and
J. 1. Packer.

But, it wasn’t
just in-house
sales that led to
its growth; Bak-
er Book House
carried on a
huge volume of

Herman Baker. Image
courtesy of Baker Book
House, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.
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Current Baker Book House building. Image courtesy of the author.

mail-order business, shipping books
to such unlikely customers as Ezra
Carter, June Carter Cash’s father.
Richard Baker, Herman’s oldest
son, became president upon Her-
man’s retirement in 1987. Even so,
Herman continued to play a role in
the book business as publisher-at-
large, until his death in February
1991 at age seventy-nine in Stuart,
Florida. He and his wife, Angeline
Sterkenberg, whom he had married
in 1932, had divided their remaining
years between Florida and the Hol-
land Home in Grand Rapids, where
they were members of Calvin CRC.

And One More—Robert Van Noord
Another young man who saw a liveli-
hood in the publishing business was
Robert Van Noord. Van Noord’s par-
ents had arrived in the United States
from the Netherlands in the 1860s,
settling in the Vriesland, Michigan,
area, where Robert was born in 1880.
At age nineteen he enrolled in the
Grand Rapids Business School and be-
gan working for several businesses in

12

the city, includ-
ing several years
at the Kent
County Savings
Bank, moving
up to become
its manager.
According to
Ernest B. Fisher,
editor of Grand
Rapids and Kent
County His-
torical Account,
Van Noord had bought an interest in
the Eerdmans-Sevensma Company

in December 1912 and began work-
ing at the company as secretary and
treasurer.”” Sometime around 1918 he
struck out on his own and published
under the name The Van Noord Book
and Publishing Company, listing his
address at 513 Eastern Avenue. Van
Noord belonged to the Christian
Reformed Church, and the books he
published reflect his faith. Four such
are: Ymen P. De Jong, Mede Erfgena-
men van Christus, published in 1919;
Goffe Elzenga, Comfort for the Suf-
fering, translated from the Dutch

by Anna Top Haan, published in
1919; Henry Danhof, De Idee van het
Genadeverbond, published in 1920;
and in 1921, John Dolfin’s Bringing
the Gospel in Hogan and Pueblo.* All
four of these authors were pastors. At

T VAN NOORD BOOK AND PUBLISHING CO.
Publinhers
Grand Rapids, Mich.
1921

Logo in books published by Van Noord
Publisher. Image courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

some point, Van Noord decided that
the publishing business was not for
him and returned to banking, in 1924
becoming the manager of the Eastern
Avenue branch of the Commercial
Savings Bank. In 1930, he was book-
keeper for an excavating company liv-
ing on Bates and in 1940 Van Noord
was selling insurance in Los Angeles.
He later returned to Grand Rapids,
where he died in December 1967. He
was married to Ella Lindemulder in
1905, and the two had five children.

Conclusion

Even though these early founders
have passed on, their companies (ex-
cept for Sevensma and Hulst) remain
in the hands of second- and third-
generation family members. They
have branched out and undergone
mergers, acquisitions, and diversifica-
tions. The computer and with it the
internet have exploded information
technology that would have seemed
like science fiction in the early 1900s.
Nevertheless, the sheer output of
Bibles, scholarly books, commentar-
ies, Bible dictionaries, concordances,
devotionals, etc. over the years is
almost unimaginable. Unimaginable
as well is the lasting positive effects
these immigrant men had on the faith
and spiritual well-being of the Re-
formed community in North America
by publishing quality religious materi-
als to an eager reading public.e®
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I f you could turn the clock back

a hundred years and peruse your
grandparents’ and great-grandparents’
reading materials, you might be sur-
prised what you would find. And, if
you could read through archived issues
of De Wachter and De Hope, you would
discover that in the early twentieth cen-
tury both periodicals appealed to many
of the same Dutch readers, whether
Reformed or Christian Reformed. The
former was the religious weekly of the
Christian Reformed Church that began
appearing in February 1868 and was
edited by Rev. Douwe Vander Werp un-
til his death in 1876.' The later was the
comparable paper of the western wing
of the Reformed Church in America
that first appeared in December 1865
and emanated from its leadership
based in Holland,
Michigan.” Both
papers initially
cited with some
regularity the
more confession-
al and devotional
writings from
earlier eras in the
Netherlands. By
the 1880s they
both also began
following and
discussing with
keen interest ma-
terial generated
by the Neo-Cal-
vinist movement

This appeal to the same and kin-
dred sources in the Netherlands can
be understood only in terms of the
common origin of both denomina-
tional immigrant groups. Both were
overwhelmingly, although not en-
tirely, products of the 1834 secession
movement known as the Afscheiding.
The majority of the first generation
of immigrant pastors educated in the
Netherlands were trained at the move-
ment’s theological school in Kampen,
founded in 1854. The ones ordained
earlier were usually prepared by lead-
ers who established that school. Un-
derstandable, therefore, is that these
immigrant leaders read and relied on
the same sources in their ministries.
It explains why, from the 1850s until
they retired, such men rather readily

DE THEOQOLOGISCHE SCHOOL IN 1570

led by Abraham
Kuyper.

Theological School, Kampen, the Netherlands. Image from Sola Gratia
1854-1894. Hekman Library, Calvin College, Grand Rapids Michigan.



moved from serving congregations

in the one group to serving those in
the other. Prior to leaving the Neth-
erlands, they often served in common
capacities, as did Vander Werp and
Bernardus De Beij, prominent Chi-
cago RCA pastors after immigrating,
when they planted their feet under
the same boardroom table together
in Kampen in the late 1850s. But in
America, these two disagreed fiercely
on the legitimacy of joining the older,
eastern RCA and aired their cases

in the two church papers noted. But
theologically and devotionally, they
and their colleagues were essentially
kindred spirits.

The purpose of this article is to
review recent attempts to recapture in
English translation important parts of
that shared legacy. Understanding its
spiritual origin and profile contributes
to clarifying and deepening for those
who have inherited what it is that has
shaped them. For despite subsequent
divergences among them, they still
share many convictions and practices
from a common background.

Heidelberg Catechism
Commentaries

From the early days of the Reformed
churches in the Netherlands, it was
mandated that the Heidelberg Cat-
echism guide preaching on a weekly
basis. That imperative was largely
respected and followed well into the
twentieth century, both there and in
Dutch immigrant settlements globally.
Literature on this queen of Reforma-
tion confessions continues to ap-
pear regularly in our own day. This
includes study guides, interpreta-
tions, academic analyses, sermons in
English and in translation, and com-
mentaries—all with fresh insight and
application. The document itself and
literature about it can now be found
in numerous languages. It is found
in the confessional collections of
churches beyond the Dutch Reformed

tradition, including the Presbyterian
Church USA, some Baptist groups
(doctrinally sanitized!), and even the
United Methodist Church.

Google and learn!

What has been missing in the con-
temporary context has been Heidel-
berg Catechism material in English
on which the nineteenth-century
immigrant pastors and thought-
ful parishioners relied. So when the
Dutch Reformed Translation Society’s
board deliberated on what to choose

Catechifmus
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Heidelberg Catechism. Image courtesy of
the Archives, Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

to plug this lacuna, it considered a
number of options,’ it considered
Jeremias Bastingius’s highly praised
and widely used exposition of the
catechism, published in 1588, the first
one to appear in the Dutch language.
It might have done that of the seven-
teenth-century giant Gijsbert Voet-
sius that was published in 1662 and
reprinted with notes in two volumes
by Abraham Kuyper in 1891. Both
works were known and respected by
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Bastingius Exposition. Image courtesy Dutch
Reformed Translation Society, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

contributors to De Wachter and De
Hope. Both give insight into how the
catechism was understood and ap-
plied when they were written. Other
options existed, since popular and
respected ministers in the Nether-
lands often published collections of
their Heidelberg Catechism sermons.
But the society decided ultimately
to put money into translating that of
Theodorus van der Groe, a late-eight-
eenth-century pastor.

The dust jacket of this recently
published translation describes him
well:

Theodore van der Groe (1705-1784)
is one of the last and most well-
known representatives of the Dutch
Further Reformation.* He devoted
fifty-four years of his life to faithful
preaching and pastoral ministry, serv-
ing two Reformed churches in the
Netherlands: Rijnsaterwoude for ten
years and Kralingen for forty-four
years. His numerous books convey a
healthy balance of Reformed doctrine
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Origins

Theodore van der Groe. Image
courtesy Dutch Reformed
Translation Society, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

combined with a biblical form of pas-
toral spirituality. His involvement in
various ecclesiastical controversies
led him to write extensively on the
essence and assurance of faith, justifi-
cation, and the relationship of law and
gospel. His sermons on the Heidelberg
Catechism, published here for the first
time, have long been regarded as his
most important work.’

The van der Groe material is signif-
icant because it reflects what was ac-
tually heard from the pulpit and what
shaped the preaching of the many
who read and echoed him. He was
regularly acknowledged in the immi-
grant papers. His commentary could
be polemical, as when he remonstrat-
ed against Roman Catholic, Lutheran,
or Anabaptist emphases. The sermons
were couched in a rigidly prescribed
format. They were doctrinal on fine,
technical points of Reformed theol-
ogy that have been lost or ignored as
overly conjectural in our own age. But
it contained much explicitly, exten-
sively practical and helpfully reflective
material on how heart-felt Christian
faith should be lived on a daily basis.
His sermon on the seventh command-
ment is a good example.® In eight
detailed points it explains on what
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terms marriage ought to be entered.
This amounts to detailed pre-marital
counseling from the pulpit. It laments
and warns against ungodly attitudes
and practices on marriage in his day.
He explains the biblical admonitions
against incest, polygamy, divorce,
fornication, extra-marital sex, and
sodomy. It advocates a wholesome,
chaste spirit as an essential expression
of godliness. He rejects practices rife
in pornography today and specifies
proper sexual decorum for married
couples. It is the kind of sermon that
holds peoples’ attention.

Van der Groe reflected, shaped, and
perpetuated the spiritual legacy of the
people who read Origins (and even
those who don’).

Doctrinal Resources

Doctrinal theology organized topically
and logically what the Catechism
taught. It did so using a variety of
organizational models. The one that
most shaped the earliest nineteenth-
century immigrant pastors was a
simple, question-and-answer ap-
proach to major themes: revelation,
God, the person of Christ, his work,
salvation in its various dimensions
and sequence, the church and sacra-
ments, the second coming and final
judgment. It was not scientifically
reflective on the nature and history of
theology as an intellectual enterprise.
By the end of the nineteenth century,
immigrant pastors and those born and
educated in America but who were
still reading and shaped by Dutch
sources were using more analytical
and intellectually sophisticated ap-
proaches to this material.

An example of the former type
is the writing of Aegidius Francken
(1676-1743). In 1857 the synod of
the Christian Secession Reformed
Church went on record that his
Kern der Christelijke Leer (The Core
of Christian Doctrine) was to be

the mandatory textbook for teach-
ing doctrinal theology at Kampen.
Both Vander Werp and De Beij were
molded by it, and both supported that
decision as Kampen board members.
G. E. Boer, the first teacher appointed
to the emerging CRC theological
school at its founding in 1876, stud-
ied Francken as a Kampen student
and used his book in the same way in
his own teaching in Grand Rapids.’
While advocated by some as a candi-

Aegidius Francken. Image courtesy Dutch
Reformed Translation Society, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

date for being translated, it is eclipsed
in size, detail, and practical or ethi-
cal application by the slightly earlier
work of Wilhelmus a Brakel (1635-
1711).

The magnum opus of a Brakel is
The Christian’s Reasonable Service, a
title he based on Romans 12:1. Tts
four volumes saw daylight in English
between 1992 and 1995.% The author
organized his material according to
the loci method similar to Francken’s:
the doctrines of God, man, Christ, the
church, salvation, and the last things.
But where a Brakel excels is in his



detailed treatment of the Christian
faith in the context of sanctification.
Sanctification is manifest in observing
the ten words of the law and as living
the Lord’s Prayer.’ It is further identi-
fied in some twenty-five Christian
virtues that he explains at length.'°
This material presents the Christian
life clearly and as entirely devoted

to the Lord. There is no cheap grace
here. And there is no mistaking what
is expected. It is caricatured as legal-
ism only by those whose heart is not
into such material. “Father” a Brakel
is respectfully, authoritatively cited in
the Dutch-American religious press
written in his language. Now we have
him in ours.

The most significant of the later,
more analytical doctrinal sources to
appear in English translation are the
writings of Herman Bavinck (1854-
1921). A son of the Christian Seced-
ing Reformed Church, he began his
training in Kampen but soon trans-
ferred to the liberal theological faculty
in Leiden, to the dismay of his father

Herman Bavinck. Image
courtesy Dutch Reformed
Translation Society, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

and other Secession leaders. There
Bavinck contended with the sophis-
ticated, analytical and rationalistic
approach to theology he met there,
and he learned to meet and respond

to it with equal or superior intel-
lectual heft shaped by loyalty to his
Reformed confessional convictions.
After a brief pastorate, he was ap-
pointed to teach dogmatic theology
at Kampen while still a ministerial
youngster. He quickly rose to denomi-
national prominence and gained wide
respect. His approach to theology was
thorough, perceptive, balanced, and
fully informed on the issues of the
time. His influence was magisterial,
also in the Dutch-American commu-
nity, where in time he was cribbed by
Louis Berkhof. On several occasions
he resisted Abraham Kuyper’s over-
tures to woo him to the Free Universi-
ty faculty to teach dogmatic theology
as his sucessor. Bavinck finally relent-
ed in 1902, and by then had already
eclipsed Kuyper in that field. William
Hendriksen began a translation of the
definitive edition of Bavinck’s work in
the 1930s but never completed it. The
Dutch Reformed Translation Society
assumed that role in the 1990s, and
that massive project was completed
in 2008." The society has also funded
the translation of Bavinck’s self-se-
lected, definitive essays on a range of
burning issues. These essays are still
penetratingly relevant for thinking
Christians today.'*

John Bolt, general editor of
Bavinck’s dogmatics, has since been
engaged with an international team in
creating a critical edition and transla-
tion of Bavinck’s manuscripts in the
field of ethics. This work will eventu-
ally appear under the Baker Academic
imprint. This work and other Bavinck
projects can be followed on the web-
site of the Bavinck Institute created
by Bolt and associates."® A translation
of Bavinck’s monograph on the Holy
Spirit’s role in calling and regenera-
tion, for example, has been sparked
by this rekindled attention to the Her-
man Bavinck legacy.'*

The English translation of the
Bavinck dogmatics has become the

Volume XXXV - Number 2 - 2017

basis for translations into the Korean,
Indonesian, Portuguese, Spanish, and
Italian languages. The English trans-
lation has taken the Bavinck legacy
global in the last fifteen years.

A second example of the more
sophisticated approach to doctrinal
theology is that of Geerhardus Vos
(1862-1949). Vos was a younger con-
temporary of Bavinck. He emigrated
as a teenager when his father, a lead-
ing Secession pastor trained in Kam-
pen and shaped by the preaching of

Geerhardus Vos. Image
courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Bavinck’s father, accepted the call in
1881 to become pastor of the Spring
Street (or First) Christian Reformed
Church in Grand Rapids. Having
completed high school in the Neth-
erlands, the younger Vos enrolled in
the recently established Theological
School of the CRC (later renamed
Calvin College and Seminary). Within
two years he so distinguished himself
that he was offered a part-time posi-
tion while still a student to assist G.
E. Boer by training his fellow students
in preparatory and language courses.
After graduate studies in Europe,

he was given a full appointment to
the school. His brilliance in biblical
studies and dogmatic theology was
soon noted more widely. He declined
an invitation to teach Old Testament
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courses at the Free University and de-
flected several similar overtures from
Princeton Seminary before accepting
one there offered in 1893. He was
succeeded at Calvin by his mother’s
brother, Henricus Beuker, who had
edited the leading Afscheiding theolog-
ical journal, De Vrije Kerk (The Free/
Liberated Church), for twenty years
before emigrating to Grand Rapids in
1895.°

Geerhardus Vos taught biblical
studies at Princeton until retiring in
1932. He produced landmark mono-
graphs in biblical theology, but never
returned to the discipline of system-
atic theology. His Grand Rapids notes
in that field have existed in stenciled
form for over a century. Their transla-
tion into English by retired Westmin-
ster Theological Seminary Professor
Richard Gaffin was completed with
the appearance in print of the fifth,
last volume, in 2016.'°* Whether Vos’s
work would have ever equaled or
excelled that of Bavinck in dogmatic
theology is an open question. What
its availability in English does provide
is exposure of the doctrinal under-
pinnings of his biblical studies. It is
another window into the nineteenth-
century, loyally confessional Re-
formed legacy now injected into the
wider American theological stream.

The Old Devotional Authors

The devotional Dutch writers of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centu-
ries to a significant degree shaped

the religious practices and dynam-

ics of the Bavinck, Vos, and Beuker
homes. These authors were usually
successful, respected pastors like
Francken and a Brakel. But sometimes
they were also university professors
of theology like Gisbertus Voetius
(1589-1676) or Johannes Hoornbeeck
(1617-1666) who respectively taught
at the universities in Utrecht and
Leiden. Another was Herman Wit-
sius (1636-1708) who successively
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taught at the universities of Franeker,
Utrecht, and Leiden. The output of
their devotional or edifying (stich-
telijk, in Dutch) literature was sub-
stantial. It kept alive confessional and
experiential Reformed faith through
the bleak years of the Enlightenment
that permeated the Netherlands reli-
gious establishment in the eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. The
people who fed on it often neglected
official worship services and met in
conventicles for praise, prayer, and
hearing an appropriate sermon read
to them. Conventicle leaders were
readers and discerning thinkers. The
conventicles frequently constituted
the nucleus of a new Secession con-
gregation in the 1830s. No surprise,
then, that a great deal of this so-called
Further Reformation material was
republished in that era and read in Se-
cession circles. No surprise then, that
the conventicle model was replicated
in Dutch immigrant communities, led
by devout lay leaders, before a con-
gregation could be established in the
American Midwest and an ordained
minister could be afforded there.

But that kind of uplifting, soul-
replenishing material had deeper
roots. It was the continuation, in a
form modified by the Reformation,
of a legacy inherited from the Middle
Ages. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-

Arie de Reuver. Image
courtesy Dutch Reformed
Translation Society, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

1153), a French abbot in the Cister-
cian order, contributed to it with
his spiritual mysticism expressed in
writings like On Loving God, a work
that articulated seven stages or steps
toward closer union and communion
with God. Similarly, Thomas a Kempis
(1379/80-1471), a product of the
Brethren of the Common Life move-
ment, enriched it through his devo-
tional classic The Imitation of Christ
that frequently transforms everyday
experiences into spiritual oases. The
contributions of both figures to the
spirituality of the Further Reforma-
tion in the Netherlands are investigat-
ed honestly and appreciatively by Arie
de Reuver.'” De Reuver illustrates how
this works out in the edifying writ-
ings of Willem Teellinck (1579-1629),
Theodorus a Brakel (1608-1669,
father of Willhelmus), Guiljelmus
Saldenus (1627-1694), Wilhelmus a
Brakel, and Herman Witsius. A chap-
ter is devoted to each of these figures.
The de Reuver translation was
subsidized by the Dutch Reformed
Translation Society as a contemporary
scholarly introduction to the “old
spiritual writers” in the Netherlands
that it features in its Classics of Re-
formed Spirituality series. A list of the
authors and titles in that series offers
a sampling of the range of topics these
writings covered:

Jean Taffin, The Marks of God’s Chil-
dren. Translated by Peter Y. De Jong,
edited by James A. De Jong (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2003).
Taffin (c. 1529-1602) was a Franco-
phone Reformed pastor driven out
of the southern Netherlands by the
Spanish Inquisition who served as
court chaplain to William the Silent
and was one of the architects of the
emerging Dutch Reformed Church.
His book treats how to handle per-
secution as a child of God.

Willem Teellinck, The Path of True



Godliness. Translated by Annemie
Godbehere, edited by Joel R. Beeke
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Aca-
demic, 2003). In nine “books,” this
Zeeland pastor explains the nature,
enemies, promotion, expression,

ited by James A. De Jong (Grand
Rapids, MI: Reformation Heritage
Books, 2012). The
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two essays here in-
struct people how
to prepare for, ap-
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DESERTION

proach, participate
in, and benefit
from the Lord’s
Supper. Saldanus
(1627-1694) and

instruments, and motives of godly
living.
Godefridus Udemans, The Practice of

Faith, Hope, and Love. Translated
by Annemie Godbehere, edited

i

A
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by Joel R. Beeke (Grand Rapids, a Brakel were both A Pfi AL
MI: Reformation Heritage Books, respected pastors. CH ]:;. ;?-_-J-r.q
2012). Udemans (c. 1581-1649) Jacobus Koelman, 4 HH[]L..]E ¥
was a pastor in the province of Zee- The Duties of ————

land who explains here the cardinal Parents. Translated e et e v
virtues of faith as professing the by John Vriend, _ -

Apostles’ Creed, hope as praying edited by M. Eugene Oster-

the Lord’s Prayer, and love as keep- haven (Grand Rapids, MI: Clockwise from ton.
ing the Ten Commandments. Baker Academic, 2003). Pastor, _ -
Gisbertus Voetius and Johannes prolific author, and translator ESSENTIAL Voetius book.
Hoornbeeck. Spiritual Deser- of much Puritan devotional TRUTHS Van Lodenstein book.
tion Translagedpby John Vriend material, Koelman (1632-1695) IN THE Schortinghuis book.
and Harry Boonstra, edited by M. v;rlas co?troversial.a?d defended H [:_1 ?:{ET Taffin book.
Eugene Osterhaven (Grand Rapids, the early convenftflc ¢ move CH l‘é.lel AN Allimages courtesy
MI: Baker Academic, 2003). This ment. Here he offers advice on - Dutch Reformed
volume contains an ,essay by each godly child rearing, Translation Society,
. . . Wilhelmua Sehortnghun] Grand Rapids,
man on how to understand and Wilhelmus Schortinghuis, Es- s - Michigan.
cope with a sense of being aban- sential Truths in the Heart of a e

Christian. Translated by Harry
Boonstra and Gerrit W. Sheeres,
edited by James A. De Jong (Grand
Rapids, MI: Reformation Heritage
Books, 2009). This book by pas-
tor Schortinghuis (1700-1750)

is a succinct doctrinal primer in
question-and-answer format that
was widely used to instruct people
in the faith.

doned by God, a common spiritual

malady in their circles side of the Atlantic. The names of the

most prominent ones appear in the
index of Bavinck’s Reformed Dogmat-
ics, the English translation. They are
also referred to by name and with
appreciation, sometimes qualified,
by Abraham Kuyper in his religious
weekly De Heraut (The Herald) from
1877 until his death in 1920. Occa-
sionally Kuyper quotes them there at
some length.

Jodocus van Lodenstein, A Spiritual
Appeal to Christs Bride. Translated
by Bartel Elshout, edited by Joel R.
Beeke (Grand Rapids, MI: Reforma-
tion Heritage Books, 2010). The
book consists of nine sermons by
this mystically inclined pastor and
poet (1620-1677). He emphasized
that church members need to prac-
tice self-denial and submissiveness
to the Lord, spiritual revitalization,
genuine conversion, freedom from
spiritual excuses and laziness, and
intimate fellowship with Christ.

Collectively, these reprinted materi-

als by Dutch devotional writers of

the Further Reformation are repre-
sentative of a much wider body of
literature. These writers were some-
times referenced with respect in the
early Dutch American religious press.
Some of their material continued to
be read and referenced in sermons
and published meditations on this

Abraham Kuyper Translations
Speaking of Abraham Kuyper (1837-
1920), the ambitious translation
project of his main theological works
currently underway deserves to be
highlighted. A well-funded team of
excellent translators and capable
editors is working on a seventeen-

Guilelmus Saldenus and Wilhelmus
a Brakel. In Remembrance of Him:
Profiting from the Lord’s Supper.
Translated by Bartel Elshout, ed-
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volume collection in English of his
major works. The endeavor is being
marketed as the “Abraham Kuyper
Collected Works in Public Theology.”
The volumes are being published by
Lexham Press in collaboration with
the Acton Institute in Grand Rapids
and the Abraham Kuyper Translation
Society. It is under the general editor-
ship of Melvin Flikkema and Jordan
J. Ballor.

Abraham Kuyper. Image
courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Kuyper, of course, was a very
public figure in the Netherlands be-
tween 1865 and 1920. He endeavored
to reintroduce Christian principles
and leadership into all aspects of
Dutch life in those years. He did so
in journalism by creating a Christian
newspaper called De Standaard (The
Standard) that initially included a
weekly religious insert before it began
appearing separately as De Heraut.

He labored tirelessly for the cause of
education, a mantle he assumed from
the aging Christian patrician Groen
van Prinsterer. As a legislator in the
1870s and 1880s, he worked for the
legal reforms that would give Chris-
tian schools breathing room and a just
share of the Dutch economic pie. To
give scientific stature and expertise to
his envisioned reforms, he created the
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Free University of Amsterdam in the
early 1880s. He assumed the chair in
dogmatic theology at that school, and
in that capacity he generated a num-
ber of noteworthy theological works.
Many of these are multi-volume
works and most of them were reprints
of series of articles first published

in De Heraut. He pursued a political
agenda as leader of the Anti-Revo-
lutionary Party, on whose wings he
soared to the level of Prime Minister
of the Netherlands. There he crafted
a new colonial policy and dealt with
major labor, business, and economic
issues. He was in tune with major
social changes and showed deference
to the common folk and the problems
they faced in a rapidly urbanizing and
industrializing society.

Five volumes of “Abraham Kuyper:
Collected Works in Public Theology”
have so far appeared in print; they
are also available electronically. These
five include Our Program: A Christian
Political Manifesto; the first two of the
three-volume work Pro Rege: Living
under Christ’s Kingship; volume one of
Common Grace: Gods Gifts for a Fallen
World, to be followed by two more;
and On the Church, an anthology of
seven Kuyper addresses and essays
on the church. Slated yet to appear
beside those on common grace and
Christ’s kingship are four anthologies:
one on charity and social justice, a
second on Islam, a third on business
and economics, and a fourth one
on education. When complete, this
collection will give English-language
readers more comprehensive access
to Kuyper’s broader thought than
has so far been available to them. His
Encyclopedia of Sacred Theology has
existed in English for several genera-
tions, as have a sizeable portion of his
weekly meditations and his famous
Stone Lectures on Calvinism delivered
at Princeton Seminary in 1898.

Another current but independent
Kuyper project underway is the

publication of his first collection of
meditations. Underwritten by the
Dutch Reformed Translation Society,
its translation into English opens
windows into the man’s soul. The
collection exposes the spirituality
that undergirded his public agenda. It
does so from a wide range of biblical
passages and topics. This collection is
important in that it reflects Kuyper’s
spirituality at the dynamic early stages
of his public career."®

Kuyper’s following in the Nether-
lands faded over the next two gen-
erations, and his descendants have
abandoned his strategy of “pillariza-
tion” in public life. In his own time
he was read and his ideas debated in
the Dutch-language religious press
in America, especially at the pinnacle
of his political career. This included
some of his devotional material that
was even translated and printed in
their English-language papers. But,
Americanization had set in. It ad-
vanced to the point of no return in
many Dutch-American quarters; his
public theology and political agenda
seemed unworkable in their new
context. In other quarters, immigrants
attempted to implement his public
strategy. It was significantly success-
ful with respect to separate Christian
schools, but a failure in the areas
of beginning viable Christian daily
newspapers and founding a Reformed
political party. Kuyper’s enduring leg-
acy, however, is that he shaped a deep
conviction that Christian disciple-
ship involves discerning, redemptive
engagement in all areas of human life.
Rereading his material in the English
language today will inspire initia-
tives relevant to today’s situation. The
widespread new interest in Kuyper’s
thought that sparked these transla-
tions is important and exciting.

Retrospect and Prospect
In the Christian Reformed Church,
subscriptions to De Wachter were



surpassed in number by those to the
Banner in the mid 1920s. The maga-
zine, which had garnered new readers
after the post-World War II immigra-
tion, finally ceased publication in the
late 1980s. In the Reformed Church
in America, De Hope folded during the
Great Depression, largely since that
denomination did not experience a
great, new infusion of Dutch-speaking
and Dutch-reading members. Smaller
Dutch Reformed modern immigrant
denominations shared much or most
of the legacy reflected in the literature
surveyed above. Loss of Dutch-lan-
guage periodicals in their circles has
also distanced them from access to it.

We cannot and would not want
to return to the days when this body
of material was produced and to the
circumstances that generated it. What
translations of a cross-section of it can
do is put us in touch with a shared
legacy. That will help us understand
better what has shaped us and who
we are. It might even fortify a com-
mon spirit.e&
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The short-lived Christian Re-
formed Church (CRC) in Lark,
North Dakota, may well have owed its
existence to some union bosses and
thugs operating on the south side of
Chicago in 1905.!

Rentze Nicolay was a painter and
decorator, and his sons, Sjoerd and
Hendrik, worked beside him in the
Roseland area of Chicago. For rea-
sons of conscience, Rentze refused
to join the union and for several
months worked under the strain of

having his completed work damaged
or destroyed by union thugs.? Other
non-union businessmen were being
injured or even killed.’ He received
permission to own a weapon, so he
carried a concealed revolver and
posted his sons as lookouts while

he worked. But none of these efforts
could allay his legitimate fears. After
an especially close call and fervent
prayers, Rentze, along with Willem
Vogel, Peter van den Burg, and one
other man from the Roseland CRC,

Roseland CRC. Image courtesy of the Archives, Calvin College, Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

accepted an
invitation from
a land agent

to consider
homesteading in
North Dakota.*
In November
1905, they
traveled there
by train and
purchased land
for $8 an acre.
Eventually they
built sod houses
for their families
near what be-
came the small
community of
Lark.

Other mem-
bers of the
Roseland CRC
had different
reasons to seek
a new location
and livelihood.
Peter van den
Burg, Willem




Peter and Johanna van den Burg. Image
courtesy of Grace Nicolai Droog.

Vogel, Gijsbert Den Besten, Johannes
Meijer (and perhaps Hendrik van den
Burg), as well as hundreds of other
Dutchmen were all employed by the
Pullman Palace Car Company.’ In
1886 and again in 1894 the work-

ers went on strike against the union.
The Dutch for the most part opposed
the unions, and some of them even
helped break the strikes, but the
confrontations were bloody and brutal
and future employment was uncer-
tain.® Back in Chicago for the winter,
the men tried to encourage other
members of the Roseland CRC to join
them in establishing a Dutch colony
near Lark. The pastor thought the
idea was absurd: “All there are is Rus-
sians and Indians and the winters are
so severe that the jack rabbits freeze
stiff on the prairies.”” He was right, at
least about the Russians, the Indians,
and the severe winters, and he may
have been right about the jack rabbits
as well.

The winter of 1906-1907 was
severe; on 3 January 1907, the average
temperature in North Dakota reached
no higher than 20 degrees below zero.
But the cold was not the only culprit.
Heavy snow made it impossible for
the railroads to transport coal and
other necessities. People suffered

terribly, with some of them staying

in their beds to keep warm. The low
temperatures that winter killed live-
stock, while the blizzards made farm
chores extremely difficult. Homes on
the prairies were not well insulated,
and when even the indoor tempera-
tures dropped below freezing, people
burned wood from their barns, fences,
and furniture to keep warm.® There
was another stretch of brutal weather
in the winter of 1911-1912. The tem-
perature plunged to 43 degrees below
zero in some places in North Dakota
on 11 January, while the average
temperature that month remained at
minus 9 degrees.

Their Roseland pastor could not
have known either about the hail-
stones in May and the omnipresent
rattlesnakes. He also failed to mention
the threat of prairie fires when warn-
ing his parishioners. In November
1906, the Nicolay and Vogel families
were barely settled when a raging fire
that shot flames twenty feet into the
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build sod homes, plow fields, plant
wheat, or care for livestock. Neverthe-
less, in Lark they became farmers. In
Chicago, their wives—Grietje (van
Keulen) Nicolay, Clara (Vogel) Den
Besten, Adriana (Bos) Vogel, and
Johanna (Cousing) van den Burg—
were accustomed to running water,
plumbing, electricity, gas stoves, and
actual bedrooms in their homes.’
They enjoyed a large church family,
grocery stores, and many friends who
spoke their language. On the North
Dakota prairie they had none of these
amenities. Over the span of the fol-
lowing two decades at least fifteen
children were born to these Dutch
families. Without a physician or mid-
wife nearby, the women depended on
each other when delivering babies in
their sod houses far away from their
families.'

There were few community ser-
vices in Lark when the first Dutch
settlers arrived. The first school
opened in 1902, the post office was

air destroyed
everything in its
path for eight
miles. Grietje
and her daugh-
ters survived by
hunkering down
in the firebreak
outside their
home with Gri-
etje holding the
family Bible in
her lap.

In Chicago,
Gijsbert Den
Besten had been
a carpenter,
and Willem
Vogel, Peter and
Hendrik van
den Burg factory

were workers.

They did not

know how to
ride horses,

Den Besten children: Neil, Jennie, Nelle, Marinus, and John. Image
courtesy of Ben Peters.
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Lark, North Dakota. Image courtesy DonnaVanden Burg.

established in 1906, and the Presby-
terian Church was founded the same
year. Two more schools were built in
1908, which served some of the newly
arriving Dutch children. The town
was officially established in 1910
when the railroad made its way to
Lark. Later came a blacksmith shop,
real estate office, hardware dealer,
livery barn, and lumber company.
There was a combination dry goods
and grocery store with a very popular
soda fountain, as well as books loaned
out by the proprietor. There was even
a restaurant in the early years. Tele-
phones came to Lark in 1915."

By June 1907, most of the new
Dutch arrivals had transferred their
church memberships from Chicago
to the CRC in Hull, North Dakota,

a one-hundred-thirty-mile distance
by today’s roads. In March 1909, the
little group petitioned Classis Orange
City to become a branch of the Hull
CRC." That request was granted, and
at the September classis meeting the
folks in Lark were given permission
to organize as a congregation. Rev.
Peter Van Vliet, home missionary for
Classis Orange City, was assigned to
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preach in Lark for three Sundays and
was also authorized to execute the
organization. The church numbered
six men, four women, and twenty-
one baptized children.

Den Besten and Nicolay were cho-
sen as elders, and Vogel as deacon,;
immediately after their election, they
signed the CRC’s Form of Subscrip-
tion."” Nicolay became clerk record-
ing the minutes continually until
the church was dissolved in 1929.'
Den Besten was chosen president of
council and continued in that capac-
ity through January 1919, when he
and his family moved to Hancock,
Minnesota. Early on, brothers Sjoerd

Nicolay Sears Roebuck kit home. Image courtesy of Beth Vanden Berg.

and Hendrik Nicolay were asked
to coordinate the Christian educa-
tion efforts of the church. The 1911
CRC Yearbook (Jaarboekje ten dienste
der Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk
in Noord Amerika) reporting for the
previous year noted twenty students
enrolled in Christian education class-
es. As the church was being formed,
Jennie Vogel and Johan Nicolay peti-
tioned the council for permission to
organize a young peoples’ group to be
called “Uw wil geschiede” (Thy will
be done). They met once a week to
present essays and recitations from a
Christian point of view. Council also
approved their request to conduct
their meetings in English as a way
of improving their children’s facility
with the language, and, because many
of the adult leadership spoke suf-
ficient English, they were able to su-
pervise the young people properly."
In 1912 the group had nine members.
Classis Orange City and later
Classis Sioux Center regularly and
faithfully sent pulpit supply pas-
tors (sometimes for two consecutive
Sundays) as well as “church visitors”
from as far away as Iowa and South
Dakota, sometimes a distance of more
than four hundred miles.'® They
stayed in the “Prophet’s Room” in the
home of Rentze and Grietje Nicolay.
These men led worship, conducted
baptisms, and administered the
Lord’s Supper. They watched over
the spiritual health of the members,
and sometimes
brought advice
from Classis.
When there
were no or-
dained pastors
present (which
was most of the
time), Gijsbert
Den Besten
read sermons
in Dutch for
the gathered



Early Lark CRC building. Image courtesy of Rev. G. I. Williamson.

faithful. Families traveled to wor-
ship in horse-drawn buggies in the
summer and in horse-drawn sleighs
in winter. They bundled up in fur
blankets and heated irons or rocks to
keep themselves warm.'” The elders
and deacons met frequently when
there was business to conduct or
when visiting pastors were present.
They usually met in the home of one
of the members but sometimes at the
local school. They held elections on a
regular basis and rotated the leader-
ship positions in the church among
the available men. They conducted
censura morum and huisbezoek.'®
They recognized and dealt with issues
in the congregation such as con-
flicts between members, problems in
families, and concern for some who
strayed a bit into the local Grange or
the Presbyterian Church, the latter
an act that suggested disloyalty to
the CRC. These matters were always
taken seriously and settled—at least
once with the advice of Classis. The
minutes reflect the care given.

As early as 1911, the group began
to discuss purchasing land and erect-
ing their church building. Over time
they considered several plots of land
as well as other options. They held
discussions with the local banker,
but each possibility was eventually
abandoned. Sometimes, as noted in

the minutes,
the reason
was due to the
poor financial
situation of the
congregation.
Finally, in 1918
they were able
to build their
sanctuary and
adjacent horse
barn."

Late in
1911 Johannes
and Antje (de
Leeuw) Meijer
met with council to make profession
of faith and, in June of the follow-
ing year, after their youngest son had
been born and a visiting pastor could
be present, Antje and the four Meijer
children were baptized. Their coming
swelled the membership to thirty-
seven members in five households
and two single men.

With the arrival of the Meijers,
the core of the Dutch enclave in Lark
and the church was complete. Oth-
ers came and were welcomed, but
these offered their contributions only
briefly and left again. (There were also
a few Dutch in the area who appar-
ently did not join the church.) These
five families and two single men
constituted the group that weathered
harsh prairie storms, serious illnesses,
brutally cold weather, poor or non-
existent harvests, devastating hail-
storms, precarious times financially, a
few internal conflicts, and a world at
war. They lived among their Russian,
Native American, and other ethnic
neighbors. These people were Lu-
theran, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic,
Methodist, and Baptist. Their children
attended local schools along with
the children from these other back-
grounds. All the while, the Dutch
worshiped and conducted their meet-
ings, recorded their minutes in the
Dutch language. They wore wooden
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shoes, ate Dutch food, and celebrated
Dutch holidays. With one or two
exceptions, their young people found
Dutch mates in distant Dutch com-
munities and brought them to Lark or
moved to join their spouses in their
locations.” They supported Christian
Reformed causes like the Theological
Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and Indian missions.

With a number of small, far-
flung, vacant churches under its
care, Classis Sioux Center arranged
for seminarians to minister during
the summer months. Most of them
served two or three churches, spend-
ing a few weeks in each. Their travel
expenses were covered and their sal-
ary was $10 a week.”' Richard Veld-
man was the first student to serve
in Lark in 1913.%> The most notable
among these summer student pastors

Rev. Henry Schultze. Image
courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

was Henry Schultze, who served Lark
and two other small churches in the
summer of 1916.” He later served

on the faculties of Grundy College,
in Grundy Center, lowa, and Calvin
Theological Seminary. From 1940 to
1951 he was the president of Calvin
College. For twenty-three years he
wrote a weekly column in the Ban-
ner and was radio pastor of the CRC’s
Back to God Hour. Schultze was raised
on a farm near Prairie City, lowa,

25



(right) John and Anna Meijer with children in front of their sod home,

circa 1910.

(above) Meijer family sod home in 1925. Images courtesy of Trudy

Mann.

and in all likelihood understood and
could sympathize with his parish-
ioners in Lark. In May 1914, the
congregation welcomed the member-
ship of Marten van der Heide and his
wife, Antje Jansma, from Ferwerd,
Friesland, the Netherlands. The van
der Heides soon discovered that
conditions on the Dakota prairie
were not what they had anticipated,
and two months later they requested
that their membership be transferred
to the CRC of Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada. At the same time, Hendrik
van den Burg’s baptismal records were
also sent to the Edmonton church.
Sometime in 1915, the Toney and
Rulie (Smith) Sturwold family arrived
in Lark from Sheldon, Iowa.?* Their
coming with three young children
(and the birth of another daughter in
Lark) must have energized the small
church. By December of that year,
Toney was elected deacon. But their
stay in Lark was also short-lived. By
July of the following year, the family
had relocated to Neerlandia, Alberta,
and in August 1916 their member-
ship papers were transferred to the
CRC there. About that same time,
the membership papers of Hen-
drik Nicolay were sent to the Sioux
Center, lowa, CRC, while a year later
Cornelius Den Besten transferred his
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membership back to the church in
Roseland.

Even as the above families were
leaving, Gerhardus and Nellie (van
der Sluis) De Jong and their six
children, ranging in age from thir-
teen to a few months, and Peter and
Christina (Bolt) De Vries and their
two young children arrived in Lark.

Peter and Christina De Vries. Image courtesy
of Janet Erdman.

By 1916 both the De Jong and De
Vries families had joined the con-
gregation.” In 1917 Teunis van den
Berg was received into membership.
He soon fell in love with Elizabeth
Nicolay, and the two were married

the following year. This brought the
membership of the small church to its
highest point, with fifty-nine mem-
bers in eight households.*® Despite
the fact that the winter of 1916-1917
was another severe one, it must have
been a time of great joy and hope for
the little Lark church. Christina De
Vries played the organ for their ser-
vices, and her husband Peter directed
the choir, which under his leadership
numbered sixteen members. Johan
Nicolay played the violin and mando-
lin and led the singing in worhip.

In April 1918, a correspondent
(most likely the clerk, Nicolay) wrote
an article in De Wachter. He began by
writing, “Finally, a little news from
Lark, North Dakota.” He described
an Easter service presented by the
choir and Sunday school students,
which included anthems, solos, and
instrumental numbers. He praised the
singing and the good instruction they
were able to provide for their chil-
dren and young people. He boasted
about the $7.55 collected in a mission
offering. He noted their gratitude that
a young mother in the church had
recovered from a serious illness.”” He
was excited about the plans to build
the sancutary that summer with the
lumber waiting on the church prop-
erty, and the stables were already



built. He wrote of anticipating an-
other seminary student, and made a
short reference to the war in Europe.
He wrote of blizzards in winter and
peaceful days in the summer. He also
wrote of “entrusting our expensive
seed to the soil” and waiting for their
crops, and also professed that “and all
along, we are in the Lord’s hands.”

As the “correspondent” had an-
ticipated, after seven years of hopeful
planning, certainly prayer, repeated
disappointments, and after consider-
ation and rejection of several options,
the church was built. It measured 28
by 40 feet and the stable was almost
as large at 24 by 36 feet.

The little congregation received
a $500 loan from the Church Help
Fund of Classis Sioux Center. The
members raised funds through
pledges from the congregation.

Other churches in the Classis and the
denomination sent small amounts:
$2.65 from Denver, Colorado, and
$2.15 from Everett, Washington. The
Lark church reciprocated. That same
year they took up a collection to as-
sist the Ogilvie, Minnesota, church in
building its parsonage.*®

But a few months after that opti-
mistic report, and very shortly after
the completion of the church build-
ing in August 1918, real hardship
struck. The expensive seed that they
had entrusted to the soil came up
bountifully and they anticipated a re-
cord wheat crop. But it was not to be.

Two major hailstorms ravaged a
large swath of south central North
Dakota, one in early August and
one at the end of the month, just
when the wheat was ripe and ready
to harvest. Homes at Mandan near
Lark were heavily damaged, electrical
wires were downed, and six inches of
rain fell in two hours. The wheat har-
vest was almost a total loss, and other
crops were similarly affected.”

And, while the hail was pelting
the precious wheat crop in Lark,

the council minutes detail dissen-
tion between the elders and deacons
which, because the membership of
the church was so small, reverber-
ated throughout the entire congrega-
tion. The minutes also note that both
parties had forgiven each other, but
forgiving is not necessarily forgetting,
and there may well have been linger-
ing hard feelings among the group.

Whatever their individual reasons
may have been, four families left Lark
over the next several months—all
for Minnesota. Newlyweds Teunis
and Elizabeth (Nicolay) van den Berg
moved to Brooten in January 1919.
The De Jong family left for Edger-
ton in the fall of that year, and by
January 1920, the De Vries family
had resettled in Ogilvie. Perhaps the
biggest blow to those who remained
was the departure of their long-time
council president and worship leader,
Gijsbert Den Besten and his wife,
Clara, for Hancock, also in 1919.
The departing members and their
fifteen children seriously depleted the
church’s Christian education pro-
gram, leaving the little church with
only five families—the faithful core
of the early membership. Those who
were left must have been heartbroken
with the departure of their president,
Sunday morning worship leader,
choir director, and organist along
with their families.

The council minutes between
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February 1919 and March 1928 are
missing and with them a great many
details of the congregation. But from
the minutes of Classis Sioux Center
we learn that the church continued
to receive regular pulpit supply even
though it failed to send a delegate or
even an explanatory letter to classis
meetings (which was duly noted).

Then, in March 1922, Classis
made the decision (certainly based on
reports from visiting pastors) that the
congregation of Lark would no longer
exist as an independent church, and
that for their spiritual wellbeing the
membership certificates of the folks
in Lark should be transferred to the
Hull CRC in North Dakota. A com-
mittee of three from as far away as
Iowa and Minnesota was delegated to
travel to Lark, implement this deci-
sion, and arrange for the sale of the
buildings. At subsequent meetings
they cited their reasons, namely, the
membership was too small to prop-
erly exercise the offices of elder and
deacon, most of the members were
part of one extended family, and it
was not realistic to hope for new
members in the future.’® They wrote,
“This congregation lives so much by
itself in a worldly environment.” The
little band at Lark did not settle into
this decision easily.

Over the next several years, pas-
tors continued to make the long trek
to Lark to preach and to interpret

Current Lark building. Image courtesy of Rev. G. |. Williamson.
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Holland Center CRC, Lodgepole, South Dakota.
Image courtesy of the Archives, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

this decision to the group there, and
bring back reports. Finally, in Sep-
tember 1926, four years after the
intitial decision, and after diverse
committees had been entrusted with
various instructions from Classis, a
compromise of sorts was reached.
The membership certificates of the
remaining members were to be sent
to the Holland Center CRC in Lodge
Pole, South Dakota, rather than the
Hull, North Dakota CRC, and an
elder and a deacon would remain in
the Lark congregation to continue

to hold services. Elders and deacons
continued to be chosen for service

in Lark, assuming the offices on a
rotating basis. But still the member-
ship certificates were not transferred.
Still pastors continued to travel from
all over classis to preach. Still, the
buildings were not sold. The folks

in Lark voiced their objections: the
church building is not suitable for
any other use, and if the building was
to be sold, the monies that churches
belonging to classis had contrib-
uted would be foolishly lost. They
reported that two new families from
elsewhere had joined the church and
they had hopes of expansion. Indeed,
Hendrik and Elizabeth van den Burg
and four young sons returned to Lark
in early 1926.°! What they apparently
did not report, which might have
impressed the elders and pastors of
classis, was that they were continu-
ing to hold catechism classes with an
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average of fifteen students per year
from 1923 to 1928. While the mem-
bership had not grown, it had held its
own through the comings and goings
of several families, and the number of
members in 1929 was actually a few
more than when the church had been
founded. This was the core group
who had founded the church some
nineteen years earlier. There were
several new wives and young children
in the group, and as they became
adults some of the original children
made their way to other places.

Finally, in 1929 the membership
certificates of Johan and Christina
van den Burg Nicolay and four bap-
tized children, Rentze and Grietje
(van Keulen) Nicolay, Sjoerd and
Maria (Den Boom) Nicolay and four
baptized children, Johannes and
Anna (de Leeuw) Meijer and four
baptized children, and Willem and
Adriana (Bos) Vogel and two baptized
children were received by the Hol-
land Center CRC in Lodge Pole. In
July of that year the Lark congrega-
tion was declared to be dissolved.

At the final meeting of the church
council on 24 July 1929, the mem-
bership rolls of the congregation were
handed to Rev. John Rubingh, pastor
in Holland Center, representing clas-
sis. Sjoerd Nicolay offered the closing
prayer and Rentze Nicolay, as always,
recorded the minutes. As promised
in the classis meeting of September
1926, their erstwhile president, Peter
van den Burg, was chosen as elder,
and Willem Vogel was chosen as dea-
con; he also served as treasurer.

Even though the congregation was
dissolved, elders and deacons con-
tinued to serve in Lark, and pulpit
supply pastors from Classis Sioux
Center continued to visit and preach
and conduct family visits on a regular
basis. Still catechism classes were of-
fered to about twenty students every
year, and the Young People’s group
counted ten members. The men of

the church carried out a discussion
of whether to hold services in Dutch
or in English, the latter being more
helpful to the young people. In the
end, they compromised and held
Dutch services in the morning and
English in the evening.

The Holland Center church with
Rev. John Rubingh continued its
oversight of the members in Lark
for another ten years, ending in May
1939. At that time the membership
papers of Hendrik and Elizabeth van
den Burg and Johanna van den Burg
were sent from the Holland Center
CRC to the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Carson, North Dakota.>

Original Lark CRC pulpit. Image courtesy of
Rev. Bruce Prentice.

In the mid-1980s the original
Christian Reformed Church build-
ing, at that point owned by the Lark
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, was
moved nine miles to Carson. There
it was renovated and enlarged and is
used to this day by the Bethel Or-
thodox Presbyterian Church. Ronald
Vandenburg, a grandson of Peter
and Johanna van den Burg, and his
wife, Marion, and daughter, Cynthia
Swimley, are members of that church.
The pulpit of the Lark CRC is now in
the Bethel church and is still used by
that congregation.” The Lark settlers
would be happy to know that the
Word of God is still being preached
from their pulpit.e&



Endnotes

1. Much of the material for this ar-
ticle was drawn from the church’s min-
utes from 28 March 1910 to 29 January
1919, and March 3, 1928 to September
24,1929. The minutes from February
1919 to February 1928 are no longer
extant. Unless otherwise noted, Gerrit
W. Sheeres translated the minutes. His
help is much appreciated.

2. As is often the case, the spellings
of first and last names of the members of
the Lark Christian Reformed Church be-
came more Americanized over the years.
It is hard to know when they made the
transition, and the task becomes more
complicated because public records
often misspell the Dutch names. In this
article I have used the spellings used in
the minutes of 1910-1929. Children’s
names seem to have been Americanized
faster, so those are sometimes used.

3. As early as 1881 the Christian Re-
formed Church struggled with the issue
of union membership for its members.
Interestingly, it was Classis Illinois that
raised the question. In subsequent Syn-
ods (1883, 1886, 1888, 1890) there was
no hard and fast rule against it, but the
Synods warned strongly against CRC
members joining. Finally, in 1904 Synod
(Article 119) adopted: 1. “Synod decide
and determine that members of pres-
ent Unions cannot be members of the
Church, with grounds. At the same time
Synod provide solution for the work-
ing man.” This decision may well have
motivated the families to leave.

4. Later called the First Christian
Reformed Church of Roseland, and still
later the Lynnwood Christian Reformed
Church; in 1992 it withdrew from the
CRC to affiliate with the United Re-
formed Church.

5. According to Johan Nicolay in
his remembrances of the event, he does
not name the men from the Roseland
church who accompanied his father, and
the identity of the third man has not
been verified. He notes that there were
six or seven men from Roseland who
accompanied the land agent. Nicolay

Note:

The story of the Nicolay family’s move from
Chicago to North Dakota was documented
by Johan Nicolay in Origins, Spring, 1995, Vol.
XIII, #1. It is available at: http://www.calvin.
edu/hh/origins/Spring95.pdf

does not mention the land agent’s name
either.

6. Robert Swierenga, Dutch Chicago:
A History of Hollanders in the Windy City
(Grand Rapids, MI, Eerdmans, 2002)
640-642.

7. The pastor at the time was Rev.

B. H. Einink. He was correct about

the Russians: the USFC lists 15,000
Russianborn settlers compared to 320
Dutch-born in North Dakota. The Rus-
sians were ethnic Germans who had
lived in Russia for several generations.
They were Lutherans and Roman Catho-
lics, rather than Russian Orthodox.

8. Daniel James Fischer, “Fierce
Winds and a Blank Whiteness: The
Culture of Dakota Winter, 1870-1915”.
MA Thesis in History from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State Univer-
sity, Blacksburg, VA, 2011.

9. Hendrik van den Burg was not
married.

10. The 1910 United States Federal
Census lists 10 midwives (none Dutch)
and 46 physicians in all of North Da-
kota, none in Grant County. Immigrant
women depended on each other during
these critical times. For more on Dutch
immigrant midwives, see: Janet Sjaarda
Sheeres “A Dutch Midwife in Missau-
kee County, Origins, Spring 2016, Vol.
XXXIV, #1, 4-13.

11. Information regarding the early
years in Lark’s history is derived from
the following sources: Carson, Centen-
nial: The First 100 Years: 1910-2010, on
file at the North Dakota State Library,
Bismarck, ND; Kathryn Peters’s essay,
History of Lark; audio tapes on file
with the State Historical Society of
North Dakota Oral History Collection,
10157—Grant County, in which Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest and Kathryn Peters are
interviewed on 12 June 1974. See also
William C. Sherman and Playford V.
Thorson, eds, Plains Folk: North Dakota’s
Ethnic History, North Dakota Centennial
Heritage Series (Fargo, ND: Institute for
Regional Studies, North Dakota State
University, 1986), 363-36, and Prairie
Pioneers of Grant County, Bicentennial
Edition, 1976, provided by James A.
Davis.

12. A classis is a governing body in
certain Reformed churches consisting of
the minister and representative elders
from each church in a district.

13. All CRC office bearers are
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required to sign the Form of Subscrip-
tion, in which they declare that they
agree without reservation to all the
doctrines contained in the standards of
the church, as being doctrines which are
taught in the Word of God.

For more on this matter, go to:
http://network.crcna.org/elders/form-
subscription

14. The minutes from February 1919
to March 1928 are missing, but because
Nicolay recorded the minutes before
and after this period and according to
the CRC Year Book, he filled that role in
the intervening years as well.

15. Translation by Janet Sheeres.

16. When the classical boundaries
were re-drawn, Lark was assigned to
Classis Sioux Center. “Church visitors”
are council members from a church
within the same Classis who oversee
that everything in the congregation is
done in agreement with the denomina-
tion’s ecclesiastical rules and regula-
tions.

17. Grace Nicolay Droog.

18. “Examination of Conduct.”
Before the observance of Holy Com-
munion, the elders scrutinized them-
selves for evidences of how they were
discharging their office. Since the Lord’s
Supper was normally celebrated four
times a year, this ensured that this mu-
tual censure would happen that often.
Huisbezoek was the regular visiting of
the families of the congregation by pas-
tor and an elder, or by two elders.

19. Interestingly, when that time
finally came, the minutes do not include
it. The correspondent writing in De
Wachter in April 1918 expresses the
hope that the sanctuary will be com-
pleted “this summer.” A local history of
Carson, North Dakota, notes that the
Christian Reformed Church was built in
Lark in 1918. A horse barn was added
because although cars were coming into
use they were not yet in general use.

20. By 1908, the Reformed Church in
America had organized four congrega-
tions in North Dakota: 1885: Hague in
Emmons County; 1905-1908: Mapes
in Nelson County; 1906: Litchville in
Barnes County; and 1908: Marion in
LaMoure County. Emmons and LaMoure
were neighboring counties to Grant
County, where Lark is located, so there
may have been some fellowship with
these churches; also in Stark County,
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Origins

another neighboring county, a group of
Dutch immigrants briefly settled near
Belfield between 1910 and 1920.

21. Later raised to $15.

22. Richard was born 16 April 1889
as Derk Veldman. In America he angli-
cized his first name to Richard.

23. Spelled Heinrich in the minutes;
later he changed his first name to Henry.
The family originated from Germany.

24. There is no mention of their ar-
rival in the minutes or of the transfer of
their membership.

25. Once again, their arrival dates
and membership transfer are not
included in the minutes. The men are
mentioned for the first time in the 30
November 1916 minutes.
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26. Data from CRC Yearbook.

28. She is not named, but very likely
she was Nicolay’s daughter-in-law, Maria
De Boom Nicolay, who had come from
Sheldon, Towa.

28. There was a special tie between
the Lark and Ogilvie congregations. Rev.
Henry De Vries, brother of Lark’s Peter
De Vries, was pastor in Ogilvie.

29. US Department of Agriculture
Bulletin 901-928.

30. They must have been referring to
the Nicolay-van den Burg family.

31. The second family cannot be
accounted for. There were other Dutch
in the area, but conversations with their
descendants suggest that they were not
members.

32. This appears to be an error in the
minutes of the Holland Center CRC in
Lodge Pole, SD. Rev. G. 1. Williamson,
former pastor of the Lark Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, reports that the
memberships were received by that
church, which seems more likely.

33. Present-day members of the Car-
son church recall that the noted theolo-
gian Dr. J. Gresham Machen, founder of
the Orthodox Presbyterian denomina-
tion and of Westminster Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, preached
his last sermon from this pulpit before
he became ill. He was hospitalized in
nearby Bismarck, ND, where he died on
1 January 1937.
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Two Continents, Three Countries,
and Many Generations of Reformed Faith

Come Together

Anthony Elenbaas and Femke Visser-Elenbaas

(1 : »
0, how did you two meet?” is

often one of the first questions
Anthony and Femke receive after
they introduce themselves—Femke
with her lovely Dutch accent and
Anthony with his distinctive Ameri-
can accent—to someone they meet
for the first time. Over the past three
and a half years that they have lived
in Canada, they have come up with
an unromantic and unpredictable an-
swer, “At church!” A surprised look
from the new acquaintance invites
them to explain it a bit further. “We
met each other for the first time at
an international church conference
in Grand Rapids, Michigan,” they
start out, and if the new friend is a
“churchy” person, and maybe even
Reformed, they might go on explain-
ing that they were both stewards
at the Uniting
General Council
of the World
Communion
of Reformed
Churches that
was held on the
Calvin Col-
lege campus in
2010." Since
they understand
that this is a lot
of information
in one sentence
to digest for
someone not
familiar with the

Anthony and Femke Elenbaas are
presently serving the Immanuel CRC in
Hamilton, Ontario. They are expecting
their first child early next year.

work of the World Communion of
Reformed Churches, they sometimes
go on explaining what this organiza-
tion is all about and that they were
part of a group of volunteers from all
over the world sent by their respec-
tive churches. Little did they know
at the time that they each had met
the love of their lives at that inter-
national church meeting in Grand
Rapids. They both had grown up in
small rural communities—Anthony
in McBain, Michigan, and Femke

in Kollum, a town in the northern
part of the province of Friesland, the
Netherlands. Today these two are
serving the church in yet another
country—in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada.

A love for the church, locally
and globally, and an interest in the

Anthony and Femke on the Calvin College campus. Image courtesy of
the Elenbaas family.
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s

ecumenical movement as a move-
ment working toward unity of the
church of Christ led them both to go
to seminary and caused their paths
to cross in the summer of 2010. For
Femke it was the first visit to the

Anthony:

I grew up in McBain, Michigan.
McBain is farming country, rolling
with hills of lush corn stalks and
alfalfa, dotted with dairy farms, and
tilled with interesting smells. We lived
in the city proper, which boasts about
650 people and one blinking four-way
stop light. Growing up, I was instilled
with the knowledge, pervasive in

the community, that “we are Dutch,”
and in fact that’s largely correct. Well
over 50 percent of the population

of McBain, together with its sur-
rounding communities, is of Dutch
descent. Aside from a few older folks
in the community who still speak the
language, most of the cultural and
linguistic realities of “being Dutch,”
together with any living connection

United States, where she encountered
the legacy of Dutch immigrants on
the campus of Calvin College. For
Anthony, who had grown up in a
Dutch-American community thinking
that he knew everything about being

with the country known as the Neth-
erlands, have long since passed from
collective awareness. Most residents
of the community do not keep any
contact with far distant cousins in

the “old country.” That being said,

the institutional evidence and a bit of
cultural residue remain.? For instance,
a few recipes like banket and rice cov-
ered with butter, cinnamon and brown
sugar, and a few words like preuts
(prudish), vies (dirty), and benauwd
(humid/stifling) are still in use.

There are eight Christian Re-
formed Churches (CRC) sprinkled
throughout the greater McBain com-
munity, and a few Reformed Church
in America (RCA) congregations as
well. Within the city limits, on the

Dutch, it was the first time he met
an actual Dutch, as in “living in the
Netherlands-Dutch,” person.

Here, in their words, is the story of
these two “children of the Reforma-
tion” from different continents.

west side of the railroad tracks, lies
Northern Michigan Christian School,
founded by members of the CRC.
McBain Rural Agricultural School is
on the east side of the tracks—which
is the public school I attended. Both
schools are K-12, and both are filled
with an overwhelming majority of
students with some degree of Dutch
Reformed background. Aside from
Bible classes, Reformed worldview
application, and community percep-
tions, they are not so different. While
in more recent years this has begun
to change, it is still fair to say that the
fabric of the community and depth
of Dutch Reformed heritage colors
the different school communities to a
greater extent than the curriculum.’

McBain, Michigan. Image courtesy of the Elenbaas family.
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Calvin CRC, McBain, Michigan. Image
courtesy of the Archives, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.




Femke:

I grew up in Kollum, a small city in
the northern province of Friesland,
the Netherlands. Kollum had the rep-
utation of being “streng gereformeerd”
(strict Reformed). The congregation
has its roots in the Doleantie of 1886,
when a large number of conserva-
tive congregations in the Hervormde
Church (Dutch Reformed) and the
Christian Seceders fused into a new
denomination—the Gereformeerde
Kerk (Christian Reformed in the US).
Kollum became one of the first five
churches in the new denomination.

When my parents, Johan Visser
and Fenna Zuidersma, moved with
their four children (Jelmer, Hidde,
and twins Sjouke and Femke) to
Kollum in 1990, they immediately
became active members in the Gere-
formeerde church. Our family would
often attend both the 9:30 a.m. and
the 2 p.m. services, occupying half
a wooden pew in the beautiful, large

Oosterkerk Gereformeerde Kerk. Image
courtesy of the Visser family.

church building that seats well over a
thousand people. It was built in 1925
by the well-known Groninger archi-
tect, Egbert Reitsma, who designed
many Gereformeerde church buildings
in the Netherlands. It happened sev-
eral times on special occasions, like

a baptism service, that there was not
enough space to seat all the people.
If we arrived too late, we would not
even be able to find a spot for our
family of six on the large balcony, and
we would have to sit in the building
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connected to the church to watch the
service on television.

My roots go deep in this rural
community and in this community
of faith, in which people sought to be
faithful to the Gospel, living out their
faith in very practical ways, worship-
ing weekly and being nourished by
the teaching of many well-trained
pastors. Although both school and
church have been very formative for
me in my faith journey;, it is espe-
cially the example set by my parents

gws and my oldest
brother at home
that has taught
me from my
youngest years
that faith, belief
in God, and his
love ultimately
shown in Jesus
Christ are basic
to how we live
life and how
we engage with
others.

Kollum, Friesland, the Netherlands. Image courtesy of the Visser family.
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Orrigins

Anthony:

Like Femke’s, my church roots also
go deep in the history of the Gerefor-
meerde church, but mine were up-
rooted and transplanted to the United
States.

In 1847, the year after Albertus
Van Raalte settled Holland, Michi-
gan, Josua Elenbaas, together with
his brother, Antoni, set out from
Baarland, a small town in the Dutch
province of Zeeland, on their way
to America. They left from Antwerp
aboard the Wilhelm von Wolgast, the
first of three ships carrying Zeeuws
passengers to America that year.
Together with about 450 others, they
were part of the “Zeeland Association
for Emigration to the United States
of America” formed by Jannes Van
de Luyster and Reverend Cornelius
Vander Meulen. Not surprisingly, this
group of Zeeuws immigrants decided
to call their new settlement on Michi-
gan’s west coast “Zeeland.”

It was another relative who helped
found the Dutch settlements in
Missaukee County, where McBain is
located. A man by the name of John
Vogel married Betje Herweyer, the
sister of my ancestor, Jacob Herweyer.
The Herweyers had emigrated in
1866 from Strijen in the province of
South Holland. It was through their
connection with John Vogel that they
made the trip north to Missaukee
County. According to his memoir,
John Vogel and his brother-in-law,
Jacob Herweyer, along with a few
others, moved to Missaukee County,
arriving in 1868 from the West
Michigan area, having surveyed and
secured homesteads in Missaukee
County the year before. In John Vo-
gel’s recollection, they were “the first
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Josua Elenbaas. Image courtesy
of the Elenbaas family.

white people to do so.” They founded
what would become Vogel Center.*
In the fall of 1869, Jacob Herweyer’s
parents followed. Other Dutch set-
tlers continued to arrive, and other
settlements, like Falmouth and Mod-
dersville, popped up in the county as
well. Eventually, in 1882, the village
of Lucas was founded. The second
wave of settlers who came to Lucas
soon after its founding included
Josua Elenbaas, my great-great-great-
grandfather.

With these settlers came the
church. In 1872 the first CRC in
Missaukee
County was or-
ganized in Vogel
Center—the
church build-
ing followed in
1877. In Lu-
cas, the oldest
church was also
a CRC, with an
RCA soon to
follow in 1890.
Both churches
remain to this

Johanna Rookus Elenbaas. Image
courtesy of the Elenbaas family.

day, and both churches have played
a role in my story and our (Femke’s
and my) story along the way. Vogel
Center CRC is a church connected to
my story of call as well as one of the
churches that lovingly endured some
of my early seminarian sermons,

and Lucas CRC is the church where
Femke and I formally celebrated our
marriage.

My story within this community
of Dutch immigration, and particu-
larly my story with the church begins
with my great-grandfather, Richard
Elenbaas. In one of the few deviations

Main Street, Zeeland, Michigan. Image courtesy of the Archives, Calvin
College, Grand Rapids, Michigan.



Vogel Center CRC, Vogel Center, Michigan. Image courtesy of the
Archives, Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Theological University, Kampen, the
Netherlands. Image courtesy of the Visser
family.

in my family tree from Dutch exclu-
sivity, my great-grandfather married
a woman of German descent, Ot-
tilia (Tillie) Gloff, and they began
worshiping at the Lutheran church.
My father grew up in the Lutheran
church, Missouri Synod. After he

married my
mother, who
was born and
raised in the
CRC, most of
my growing
up years were
spent in the
CRC, with a few
in the Baptist
church, and

a number of
Sundays in the
Lutheran church as well.

It was perhaps this particular
wrinkle that accounts for at least
part of my ecumenical bent now at
this point in life, having experienced
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worship in a few
other traditions
growing up. Add
to that the Meth-
odist devotional
we read at the
dinner table, and
the Presbyterian
Church USA
affiliated school,
Alma College,
where I did my
undergraduate
studies, that
account for my
being comfort-
able with the
different ways
that various
Christian tradi-
tions express
and live out their theology and faith,
recognizing God’s hand and the faith-
fulness of His people in each.” With
that said—the CRC is my home. With
its theology, with its worship, with its
rich posture of Christian engagement

Lucas CRC, Lucas, Michigan. Image courtesy of the Archives, Calvin
College, Grand Rapids. Michigan.

in the world, the CRC is my native
accent, and the church in which my
membership will remain (for as long
as we live on this continent anyway).
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Orrigins

Femke:

Being an inquisitive child, I often had
conversations with my parents about
life and about faith. I loved going

to church and followed my oldest
brother by joining the praise and
worship movement that had found
its way also into our church in the
mid-1990s. Being intrigued by what
happens in worship, curious to come
to a better understanding of the Bible
and Christian traditions, eager to find
a profession that would “help people,”
and having a sense of being called

to Christian ministry (whatever that
would look like), I ended up studying
theology for my undergraduate train-
ing at the Theological University in
Kampen. Both in my family and in my
circle of friends this was an unusual
decision; nevertheless, I received
support and understanding. I was the
first one of my generation in both my
extended families to enter academic
studies and was the first one in my
family to leave the parental home
permanently. Most of my friends
were not so much “into church.” My
secondary school, although Christian
in name, had a very secular character.
So, the way was not exactly paved for
me, and there was much for me to
learn and to discover.

By 2003, when I had stopped at-
tending my home church regularly
because of my theological training
at Kampen University, church at-
tendance had dropped dramatically.
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It would take another five years for
the Gereformeerde and the Hervormde
denominations, both of which were
losing members, to complete the Sa-
men-Op-Weg (Traveling Together) pro-
cess and unite into one denomination,
the Protestantse Kerk Nederland (PKN)
that in my hometown would alternate
services in the beautiful old twelfth-
century Maartenskerk, formerly the
Hervormde church building, and the
large auditorium of the Oosterkerk,
formerly the Gereformeerde church
building. While the town of Kollum
grew to over 6,000 inhabitants, the
number of church members went
down to about 3,000 members.

I started my theological education
at a wonderful time in 2004 when
both the Gereformeerd Vrijgemaakte
Theologische Universiteit and the Ge-
reformeerde Theologische Universiteit
celebrated their 150th anniversaries
together. Interactions and discus-
sions with Vrijgemaakte (an orthodox

had always known female elders and
deacons, and although I had never
heard a female pastor preach, the
church tradition I grew up in had
ordained women since the 1980s. The
world opened up for me as I engaged
with a variety of students from differ-
ent church traditions and countries
and encountered a wide spectrum of
theological ideas. At times this was
overwhelming; at other times it did
not go fast enough for me to develop
my own theology, my understand-

ing of the world around me, and my
role in it. A long period of theological
studies, which included lots of travel-
ing, different internships, and living
in Christian communities, marked my
vocational journey. Without realizing,
it was on that journey that my path
crossed with that of my future hus-
band—first in the summer of 2010

on the campus of Calvin College in
Grand Rapids.

branch of the
Gereformeerde
Church, also
called Liberated)
students invited
me to also think
about the ques-
tion of “women
in office.”® For
me this had
never been an
issue, since I

Anthony and Femke on their wedding day. Image courtesy of the

Elenbaas family.



Anthony:

The more particular story of how

I entered into ordained ministry
starts in 2001 when my uncle, Terry
Dieterman, passed away at the age

of thirty-two. The McBain Dutch
Reformed community, still shaped
perhaps by some immigrant (or at
least small-town) habits, surrounded
our family in prayer, food, and sup-
port—holding a huge benefit auction
that helped to sustain my aunt and
her four children in the difficult years
that followed. I was amazed at how
so many people were willing to give
so freely and generously of their time
and money. As I pondered that fact, I
came to realize that it was the Chris-
tian character of this community that
motivated people to show such love
and support. I was moved by this
early experience of the body of Christ
in action, and I began to look into my
faith more intentionally because of it.
I began reading my Bible every night,
a practice that I still follow today.

A few years later in high school at

McBain public, I found myself feeling
called to the ministry. At about the
same time, opportunities arose for
me to sing or speak in different local
congregations—one of those was the
Vogel Center CRC. After each service
I found this calling confirmed by the
support of my community and the
local churches I was involved with,
namely McBain CRC, (Falmouth)
Prosper CRC, and McBain Baptist,
and by the end of my sophomore year
of high school, T had surrendered my
life to God’s will, knowing from that
point forward that I was headed into
pastoral ministry.

In college I became a religious
studies major and was heavily in-
volved in the Christian community
on campus, made up of a diverse
spattering of people from Roman
Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran,
Baptist, and other Protestant back-
grounds. That time together in Bible
study, service trips, and worship was
formative.
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Then, as I wrote my senior thesis,
I discovered the World Council of
Churches, as well as many other simi-
lar fellowships that pursued the cause
of Christian unity. This discovery
quickly captured my attention and
steered my research in an ecumeni-
cal direction. I discovered the global
Reformed ecumenical bodies and
further found that two of them would
be merging that summer following
my graduation in 2010. So, I checked
to see if and how I could get in-
volved. Through connections within
the Presbyterian Church USA, I was
given the opportunity to serve the
organizing body as a steward in the
Uniting General Council of the World
Communion of Reformed Churches
(WCRQ) held in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, at Calvin College.
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Origins

Femke:

When I first arrived at the Calvin
campus in 2010, I was totally sur-
prised by all the Dutch last names at-
tached to the different buildings, and
I knew right away that a neglected
aspect of Dutch history was going to
come alive for me in this place. Of
course, I knew about people who had
immigrated from the Netherlands
right after WWIL. I remember reading
about it in a study book for a history
class in high school. Also, a brother
of my grandfather had emigrated to
Australia and another brother to the
United States, but growing up I never
heard much about them.

Before going to Grand Rapids, I
met with my grandparents, who im-
mediately told me that the son of a
former minister in their town, Lutje-
gast, had moved to the United States
shortly after the war, had studied
there, and now lived in Grand Rapids
as a retired CRC pastor. His name was
Gerrit W. Sheeres. I found that quite
intriguing, since my grandparents had
never left their rural area in the prov-
ince of Groningen, and, being farm-
ers, they had never traveled much.
Now here was someone of their
generation who had left the confines
of that community in order to build a
life in the United States of America. A
curiosity had taken root, and some-
thing in me resonated with that story.
I was going to make sure to meet this
man while being in Grand Rapids and
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relay the greeting of my grandparents,
who still remembered him.

At the conference I met people
from different backgrounds, among
them a fellow steward by the name of
Anthony Elenbaas. He told me he was
Dutch-American. He was one of the
few Dutch-Americans of my genera-
tion that I had ever met. He imme-
diately shattered all my stereotypes
about Americans based on what we
see on television in the Netherlands
through Hollywood movies, shows
like Oprah Winfrey, Dr. Phil, and
whatnot. I discovered that America
does not mean exclusively California.
When Anthony invited me and a new
Swiss friend of ours to McBain for an
evening, I met some down-to-earth
folk who reminded me a lot of the
people in my hometown. I remember
my future mother-in-law (although I
did not know it at the time) bringing
out a family book of the Dieterman
(her maiden name) family to show
to me. While Anthony was enjoying
the bonfire in the backyard with some
friends, roasting hot dogs and playing
ladder golf, I was reading all about the
immigration history of his ancestors
who came over in 1860s. I recognized
the Dutch names and places, often
misspelled as people remembered
them through the stories, but writ-
ten down using English spelling. Five
years later I would walk with Antho-
ny and his mother through grave-

yards in the province of Groningen,
the Netherlands, searching for the
gravestones of ancestors and distant
relatives. But a lot had yet to happen
for that to come about.

We kept in contact. Anthony even
visited me in Utrecht in 2011 with
our Swiss friend after spending time
in Geneva as a steward for the World
Council of Churches Central Com-
mittee meeting. It came as a total
surprise to me when I found out that
both of us were selected to be part
of the Global Institute of Theology, a
3-week study program of the World
Communion of Reformed Churches
in Indonesia in the summer of 2012.
I asked Anthony whether he would
be interested in joining me for a week
of vacation in Yogyakarta, Indonesia,
prior to the study-program. Since I
did not feel comfortable traveling by
myself in that faraway land, I had ar-
ranged with the general secretary of a
worldwide Roman Catholic brother-
hood, in the Netherlands known as
“the Brothers of Tilburg,” who was a
board member of the Christian com-
munity, Ki Tov, in Utrecht to which
I also belonged, to stay with a com-
munity of Roman Catholic brothers
in Yogyakarta.” Anthony was eager to
join me, and it would appear that we
both were beginning to wonder what
this study trip might hold more for us
relationally.



Anthony:

It was at the 2010 conference in
Grand Rapids, in the summer be-
tween my undergraduate studies and
Calvin Theological Seminary, that I
first met this beautiful Dutch woman,
Femke Visser, who would become my
wife. On that score, I did not have
any profound thoughts about church
connections or Dutch connections,
other than being excited to meet a
real, live Dutch citizen in person, the
first one I had ever met who wasn't

a KLM flight attendant or Schiphol
employee. I liked her immediately,
and within a week or two I was pretty
well convinced that we would be
getting married, although, for the life
of me, I did not know how to make
that a reality. Meeting Femke has not
only enlivened my interest in what a
fifth- and sixth-generation immigrant

community looks like; it also sparked
some genealogical research into the
history of how these connections
came to be.

After coming home from my study
program in Indonesia, I was ready
to complete my seminary training.
Calvin Theological Seminary assigned
me to a 10-week internship in Iron
Springs, Alberta, after which I would
be ready for candidacy in the CRC.
The people of the Iron Springs church,
composed mainly of recent Dutch
immigrants, were thrilled that I was
dating a girl from the Netherlands.
Congregational members encouraged
me to learn Dutch, and the first Dutch
Bibles, Bijbelsdagboekjes (daily devo-
tionals), and Psalmboekjes (psalters)
were delivered to my office. Femke
and I had daily
conversations
via Skype, with
Femke sitting
in her room in a
nineteenth-cen-
tury monastery
in Utrecht where
she had found
aroom and
where she lived.

Iron Springs CRC, Iron Springs, Alberta. Image courtesy of the Archives,

Calvin College, Grand Rapids. Michigan.
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She had transferred to the Protestant
Theological University of Utrecht to
finish her seminary studies. During
our Skype sessions, I showed her how,
in the Canadian west, summer storms
swept over the prairies making the
branches of many a tree around the
parsonage almost touch the ground. A
year of long-distance relationship fol-
lowed that summer in which we were
also both finishing up our seminary
training.

In the fall of 2012, I had a chance
to visit Femke and her family and
friends in the Netherlands for a
couple of weeks, and soon plans were
made for her to come study at Calvin
Seminary for the J-term in 2013. We
could count on the support of Calvin
Seminary staff, while in the Neth-
erlands there was funding available
from some very old funds for theology
students preparing for ministry who
wanted to study abroad, and, within a
month, everything, including a study
visa, was arranged. Housing was still
an issue, but, with the help of Pastor
Sheeres, who had placed an advertise-
ment in the church bulletin of his
church, that was also provided for
those cold winter months of 2013.
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Femke:

It turned out to be a few eventful
months of getting to know my future
family-in-law, American (or better,
West Michigan) culture, life and stud-
ies at Calvin Theological Seminary,
doing research for my MA thesis at
the Hekman Library, experiencing the
cold winter weather, and, of course,
getting to know this boyfriend, who
would become my fiancé at the end
of this “study trip.” The months that
followed were focused on graduat-
ing, discerning our calls to ministry,
and daily Skyping. We decided that,
if possible, this long-distance rela-
tionship should not take too long.

So, when we both graduated and did
not have positions lined up on either
continent—we were open to going
anywhere, but were especially looking
at the Netherlands and Canada—we
decided that for the time being, while
we were waiting for a call, I would
move to McBain, to temporarily live
with Anthony’s family while Anthony
would work as a cabinetmaker for his
cousin. In early fall of 2013 we were
in conversation with Immanuel CRC
in Hamilton, Ontario, a church and
city that we both felt would be a good
community for us to start out as an
international ministry couple.
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Anthony and Femke together:

In late August 2013 Femke gradu-
ated from the Protestant Theological
University in Utrecht with an MDiy,
as well as from the Utrecht University
with an MA in religious studies. It
was early September that conversa-
tions with Immanuel CRC started to
unfold, and an uncertain transitional
period of six months followed in
which she moved from Utrecht and
spent three weeks in South Korea
with a study program of the World
Council of Churches. Before mov-
ing to the United States, a move that
included a lot of paperwork and
saying farewell to loved ones, she
also preached her candidacy sermon
and had her “colloquium” (classical
examination) with representatives
of the Classis of Zeeland, the Neth-
erlands (interestingly on the same
island where Anthony’s ancestors
came from), which led to her candi-
dacy in the Protestant Church in the
Netherlands.

While, at the same time, a few
possible opportunities had arisen in
the Netherlands, it was eventually
an opportunity in the first- to third-
generation immigrant community in
Hamilton, Ontario, that we discerned
as our call. We had been looking at
Ontario, Alberta, and British Co-
lumbia, recognizing these provinces
as places with enough recent Dutch
immigrants that could provide a
“middle way” between our two cul-
tures and backgrounds, people who

still spoke the Dutch language and
knew the culture, yet within a largely
North American, English-speaking
context (although Canada has a

more European feel to it than does
the United States). The conversation
with the Immanuel CRC of Hamilton
provided a middle milieu exactly like
that. The call was for Anthony to

be an associate pastor working with
youth, outreach, discipleship, and
preaching—a call fittingly as diverse
as our story. It was not a simple
decision to make—pressed for time
in mid-January with the expiration
date of Femke’s visitor’s visa drawing
near, with questions about how she
would find a position in Hamilton,
questions about immigrating to a
new country, and questions about
marriage. In early 2014 we visited
Hamilton for a couple of days, getting
a feel for the city and the people of
Immanuel. Although this call aroused
some anxiety, we felt a peace settle

in about it. It would not be easy, but
it was right. We accepted and set

the start date for March 1, eager to
arrive and get started. Back in Grand
Rapids, we made arrangements to get
married, but a few days later realized
that, due to complex immigration
laws, our pending immigration meant
that we needed to get married imme-
diately. Having made this discovery
with exactly one week left on Femke’s
visitor’s visa, we quickly made ar-
rangements to have our wedding



in the home of the pastor who had
agreed to do our “planned” wedding
in August. So, just four days later, on
Friday, February 14, we were mar-
ried in Grand Rapids in the Sheeres’s
living room, with Anthony’s parents
present, while Femke’s family Skyped
in. A heart-shaped Valentine’s cake
from Meijers, a bouquet of tulips, and
Dutch organ music playing softly in
the background added ambiance.?
Femke flew home to the Netherlands
the following Monday to begin her
immigration to Canada process, while

Anthony moved to Canada two weeks
later on his own.

While Anthony kept busy with
church and community work, Femke
worked toward her goal of becoming
a chaplain. In the fall of 2014, about
half a year after her arrival in Canada
as a landed immigrant, she found the
timely and perfect opportunity to
receive part-time chaplaincy training
(Clinical Pastoral Education), which
she followed up by a full year of
CPE residency and a year of work-
ing on her candidacy in the Christian
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Immanuel CRC, Hamilton, Ontario. Image used by permission of the Immanuel CRC, Hamilton,

Ontario.

Endnotes

1. For more information on this
organization, go to: https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/World_Communion_of_Re-
formed_Churches

2. History doesn’t give McBain a very
prominent role in the early days of these
Dutch settlements. It rose in prominence
slowly as rail use grew and rivers (which
connect with and flow out through the
Muskegon River) waned as a means of
transporting lumber to market. McBain
pops up in the history with the main
rail line that connects with Cadillac and
Detroit, still in service today.

3. The Christian Reformed Church in
North America is the largest denomina-
tion in the county, with 2,010 members
and seven congregations. Almost 50
percent of the county’s population are
members of the CRCNA, followed by the
Reformed Church in America, with three
congregations and 830 members; the

third is the United Methodist Church,
with three churches and 500 members;
the PC (USA) has two congregations and
200 members, but the Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church, the Lutherans (ELCA),
Baptists are also represented with one
congregation each. Missaukee County

is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese

of Gaylord and has one congregation of
800 members.

4. For the full story see: Henry S.
Lucas, Dutch Immigrant Memoirs and
Related Writings, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans, 1997), ii, 255-165.

5. Alma College, situated in Alma,
Michigan, was founded in 1886 by the
Presbyterian Synod of Michigan.

6. The Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands (Liberated) are an ortho-
dox Reformed, Protestant federation
of churches. This church body arose
in 1944 out of the so-called Liberation

Volume XXXV - Number 2 - 2017

Reformed Church through the EPMC
program (Ecclesiastical Program for
Ministerial Candidacy) at Calvin
Theological Seminary via online
studies.

She was approved at this year’s
synod for candidacy in the CRCNA.
She will continue to serve as a chap-
lain (in the hospital and possibly in
a college campus environment) for
the coming years, and, in God’s time,
hopefully as an ordained chaplain.
There is no telling where our journey
will lead us in the future, but for now
we are happy and being blessed in
Canada.e®

(Vrijmaking), when many pastors and
members that refused to go along with
the General Synod’s demand to hold to
“presumed regeneration of infants” at
their baptism. Prof. Dr. Klaas Schilder
played an important role in the Libera-
tion. There are currently 270 affiliated
local congregations with a total of about
120,000 members in 2016. In the USA
they are called American Reformed and
in Canada, Canadian Reformed.

7. Ki Tov is a Hebrew word mean-
ing “How Good,” based on the creation
refrain of Genesis 1, “and God saw that
it was good.”

8. A formal church ceremony fol-
lowed in August of that year in the
Lucas CRC, Lucas, Michigan. All of
Femke’s Dutch relatives were able to at-
tend as well as all of Anthony’s American
relatives.
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A sample of Dutch devotional literature from the Elenbaas family records. Image courtesy of the

Elenbaas family.
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Our School: Calvin College and the
Christian Reformed Church. Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001.* $5

This short volume chronicles the
development of Calvin College, focus-
ing in particular on the interaction
and mutual influence between the
college and the church.

Delong, James A.
Henry J. Kuiper: Shaping the Christian
Reformed Church, 1907-1962. Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2007.* $20
This biographical study will
interest readers wanting to better
understand the Christian Reformed
Church during the first two-thirds
of the twentieth century, particularly
in comparison with the Reformed
Church in America.

Harms, Richard H., compiler.
Historical Directory of the Christian
Reformed Church. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 2004.* $20

This valuable resource lists all the
Christian Reformed Church’s pastors,
chaplains, evangelists, and congre-
gations, as well as its specialized
ministries, from the beginning of the
denomination until its publication in
2004.

Lucas, Henry S.

Dutch Immigrant Memoirs and
Related Writings. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1997. $40

This collection of 114 first-person
accounts describe the immigrant ex-
perience as no historical study can do.
The writers penned their captivating
stories of the struggles, hardships, and
triumphs of migration as a testimony
to succeeding generations.

Sheeres, Janet Sjaarda, editor and
annotator.
Minutes of the Christian Reformed
Church: Classical Assembly 1857-1870,
General Assembly 1867-1879, and Syn-
odical Assembly 1880. Grand Rapids,
MI: Eerdmans, 2013.* $40

This book gives insight into the
early years of the Christian Reformed
denomination. Anyone interested in
the CRC’ roots will find this book an
excellent resource.

Sheeres, Janet Sjaarda.
The Not-So-Promised Land: The Dutch
in Amelia County, Virginia, 1868-1880.
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2013.*
$20

This is an excellent account of a
little-known episode in the history of
Dutch settlements in America. Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte’s attempt to
repeat in post-Civil War Virginia his
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Books for Sale by the Archives, continued
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and Synodical Assembly 1850 S ON OF

SECESSION

Douwe |-Mander Werp § I.

NET SIAARDA SHEERES

JANET SIAARDA SHEERES

earlier success in Holland, Michigan, Sheeres, Janet Sjaarda. Swierenga, Robert P., editor and
did not go well. Sheeres follows the For Better, For Worse: Stories of the Walter Lagerwey, translator.
arriving settlers, their disappoint- Wives of Early Pastors of the Christian ~ Iowa Letters: Dutch Immigrants on the
ments, and their resettlement else- Reformed Church. Grand Rapids, MI: American Frontier. Grand Rapids, MI:
where. She also states the reasons for Eerdmans, 2017.* $25 Eerdmans, 2004.* $40
the failure of this Dutch colony to Absent from the histories of early lowa Letters provides a unique
thrive. Christian Reformed Church pastors insight into the experiences of

are the stories of their wives. Using nineteenth-century Dutch immigrants
Sheeres, Janet Sjaarda. thorough research skills, Sheeres has on the North American prairie. The
Son of Secession: Douwe J. Vander given these women their own identi- letters were written between 1840
Werp. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, ties. and 1870 between family members
2006.* $20 who remained in the Netherlands and

Douwe Vander Werp was one of Smidt, Corwin, Donald Luidens, those who settled in Towa.

the key figures in the Secession of James Penning, and Roger Nemeth.
1834 in the Netherlands and a princi-  Divided by a Common Heritage: The Van Hinte, Jacob.
pal minister in the early development Christian Reformed Church and the Netherlanders in America: A Study
of the Christian Reformed Church Reformed Church in America at the Be- of Emigration and Settlement in the
in the United States. Credited with ginning of the New Millennium. Grand ~ Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries in
having founded ten congregations, Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006.* $10 the United States of America. Grand
Vander Werp was a man zealously This book is an important sociolog- ~ Rapids, MI: The Historical Committee
committed to his understanding of ical study of two denominations that of the Christian Reformed Church,
God’s Word and its implications for share a common heritage. It is very 2003. $25
his life, even when it required the useful in helping us to understand This 1150-page volume is the
painful sacrifice of three secessions. our past separate existence. definitive work on the Dutch in the
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Corwin Smidt,

Donald Luidens, I ()\\7’3\

James Penning,

and Roger Nemeth L L'-[ "[ [__. [1 ‘Q.

by a

COMMON

HERITAGE

United States. The book does not
only cover the major colonies in
Michigan and Iowa, but describes the
lesser-known areas the Dutch settled.
Anyone studying Dutch migration to
America and migration of the Dutch
from one area to another in America
will benefit from the copious informa-
tion in this book.

*Part of the Historical Series of the Reformed Church in America.

Netherlanders
E;in America )

A Sy of Emigrotion and SaMement in the 190 _l
mhmummwmf

]

Jacob Van Hite

Please note: These books may be purchased directly from the Calvin College Archives located in
Heritage Hall, Hekman Library. Shipping fees will be added to the price if ordering by mail.
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for the future

The topics listed below are being researched, and articles about them will appear in future issues of Origins.

A Woman’s Voice from the Plains:
The Diary of Gertrude Vande Riet
by John Timmerman

The CRC and Women’s Suffrage
by Nicholas Huizenga

Dutch Immigrant Women Writing History
by Rachel Hekman

Before God and These Witnesses:

Five Cases of Contested Marriages in the
RCA and CRC

by Janet Sjaarda Sheeres

The Daughters Tien: Mothers in Israel
by James A. De Jong

Maartje’s Story:
from Polderland to Heartland
by Kenneth A. Schaaf

Roseland CRC in 1896. Image courtesy of the Archives,
Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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contributors

Origins is designed to publicize and
advance the objectives of the Calvin
College and Seminary Archives. These
goals include the gathering, organization
and study of historical materials produced
by the day-to-day activities of the Christian
Reformed Church, its institutions, commu-
nities and people. We invite you to support
the continued publication of Origins by
becoming “Friends of the Archives.”

Enabling Contributor
Mr. and Mrs. John Meyer, Palos Park, IL

Friends of the Archives
Endowment Fund Builders

AEGON Insurance Group, Cedar Rapids, IA
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Baas, Grand Rapids, Ml

Robert and Jane Baker Foundation,
Kalamazoo, MI

Mr. Duane D. Binns, Oak Park, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Roger W. Boer, Grand Rapids, Ml
Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Harms, Grand Rapids, Ml

Holland American Wafer Company, Grand Rapids,
Mi

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Huizenga, Oak Brook, IL
Dr. William Huizingh, Scottsdale, AZ

Estate of Dick and Dena Kortenhoeven,
Highland, IN

Meijer, Inc., Grand Rapids, Ml
Mr. Gerald W. Meyering, Denver, CO

Drs. Kornelis J. Storm, Aerdenhout,
the Netherlands

Jay and Betty Van Andel Foundation,
Grand Rapids, Ml

Mr. and Mrs. Claude J. Venema, Jackson, M

Mr. and Mrs. Gary J. Vermeer, Pella, 1A

Contributing Founders
Mr. and Mrs. Richard T. Dykema, Laurel, MD
Mr. and Mrs. Bastian A. Knoppers, Oak Brook, IL
Peters Import Marketplace, Grandville, Ml
Mr. and Mrs. Leo Peters, Grand Rapids, Ml

Clara and Leonard Sweetman, Kentwood, Mi
Mr. and Mrs. Max B. Van Wyk, Grand Rapids, Ml
Mr. and Mrs. John Zonneveld Sr., Laton, CA

Contributing Sponsors
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James Evenhuis, Novi, Ml
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Jim and Barb Hoogeboom, Grand Rapids, Ml
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Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. Hoving, Oak Brook, IL
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Mr. and Mrs. Graydon M. Meints, Mesa, AZ
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Mr. Edward S. Reitsma, Grand Rapids, Ml
Mr. Roger Riewald, Thousand Oaks, CA
Dr. and Mrs. Richard D. Sjoerdsma, Racine, WI
LeRoy and Anjean Stegink, Grand Rapids, Ml

Rev. and Mrs. Raymond C. Swierenga,
Holland, Ml

Dr. and Mrs. Robert P. Swierenga, Holland, MI
Bill and Judy Terpstra, Schererville, IN

Volume XXXV - Number 2 - 2017

Benjamin and Debrah Vander Kooi, Luverne, MN
Jan and Gary Vander Meer, DeKalb, IL
David and Sheryl Vander Ploeg, St. Joseph, Ml

Mr. and Mrs. George J. Vande Werken,
Highland, IN

Mr. and Mrs. Allan J. Van Popering,
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Sam and Judy VanTil, Crown Point, IN
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Wilbert and Berendina Wichers, Bradenton, FL
Mr. and Mrs. Teunis Witte, Byron Center, Ml
Dr. Burton and Ellen Wolters, Spring Lake, MI
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Wybenga, Tallmadge, OH

Contributing Members
John and Maria Bajema, Rockford, MI
Audrey and Frank Berkenpas, Grandville, Ml
Ron and Wendy Blankespoor, Grand Rapids, Ml
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Boersma, Marne, Ml
Dr. Harmon S. Boertien, Houston, TX
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Boonstra, Escondido, CA
Elaine and Ralph Bruxvoort, Bloomer, WI
Duane and Mona Bulthuis, Ripon, CA
Milly and Peter Buma, Grand Rapids, MI
Wayne and Greta Clousing, Shoreline, WA
Mr. Stuart E. Cok, Sparta, MI
Ron and Cathie Corstange, Hudsonville, Ml
Ms. Mary Cremer, Grand Rapids, MI
Mr. Marvin De Boer, Grand Rapids, Ml
Mr. Ronald De Valois, Lynden, WA
Henry and Shirley De Witt, Chino, CA
Mr. Richard Dykstra, St. John, IN
Mr. David Eisen, Mishawaka, IN
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Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hekstra, Byron Center, Ml
George and Audrey Hiskes, Munster, IN
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit Hoeksema, Jenison, Ml
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Dr. Richard E. and Alyce Houskamp, Ada, Ml
Dr. and Mrs. Harvey D. Huiner, Lynchburg, VA
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The Calvin College and Calvin Theological Seminary Archives contains the historical records of the
Christian Reformed Church, its College, its Theological Seminary, and other institutions related to
the Reformed tradition in the Netherlands and North America. The Archives also contains a wide
range of personal and family manuscripts.



O . :
Historical Magazine of The Archives

Calvin College and Calvin Theological Seminary
Volume XXXV - Number 2 - 2017




